Marshall Child Development Center 
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!


September is our renewal month for the MCDC registration and membership fees.  These are our only two yearly fees.  The registration fee is $35.00 per child and the membership fee is $75.00 per family.  We will also be asking you to fill out an updated information form.  Please be on the lookout for an email from our registrar Yvonne Villegas- Aguilera.  

We want to encourage everyone to join us for a workday on September 24th.  As you know, Marshall provides us with our building and maintenance to the building; however, all of the furnishings, supplies, and classroom equipment has to be maintained by MCDC.  We need your help!!  We will be sending out a Sign Up Genius link for the tasks that need to be completed.  Even if you can’t make it to the workday, look for some things you can sign up for and complete before the workday; either after or before work one weekday. 


Christmas is right around the corner!  Get your shopping started early and don’t forget that you can benefit MCDC at the same time.  Each time you shop through Amazon Smile and choose MCDC, we will receive a percentage from your purchase!  We also have a program called Scrip Cards through which you can purchase gifts cards and MCDC receives a percentage back.  These make great gifts for your older children and out of town family.  The list of cards you can purchase is extensive.  The cards will be delivered here and we will pass them along to you! 
Simply go to www.shopwithscrip.com and enter the Enrollment Code of 8B665FCL36L76.  
The Belk Charity Sale will take place on Saturday November 5th.  We will have tickets for sale ($5) starting in September.  We received 100% of the proceeds from the ticket sales.  Pick some up to sell at work, church or to family!
From the Director…!


I am beyond thrilled to announce that we will able to get $877.00 worth of books for our classroom and library for FREE from our Usborne Books and More Book Fair and Reach for the Stars program!!  And that is all because of you!  Thank you so much for those that participated in the Reach for the Stars program!  You raised close to $300 for us to spend.  The best part of that program was taking the children into the library and watching them get so excited to pick out books!  It was like they were in a candy store!  That is how we want our students to view books.  Something that they just want to devour!  Thank you for helping contribute to early literacy!  We were able to get all of the foreign language books available plus some other great titles.  I can’t wait for you to see them all!

Thank you so much to those parents who were able to attend our Open Forum.  It is so good to hear feedback and make plans for continuing improvements.  


My favorite time of year is approaching and that means my favorite field trip!  Preschool will be visiting Lyon Family Farms on Friday September 23rd!  Details of the field trip will be sent to the parents of the preschoolers.


This is a brief reminder about enrolling for chess.  Coach Daniel Perez from the Knight School will come to MCDC every Thursday from 10:00 to 10:45 to teach chess.  There is more on their approach on the website, but it designed specifically to be kid-focused and fun with movies, prizes, and entertaining for the children.   You can enroll at www.theknightschool.com under “Enroll->The Huntsville Area->Little Geniuses Preschool Chess->Marshall Child Development Center”.  And then also send a follow-up email to David Brooks, dbrooksphd@theknightschool.com.  The class begins as soon as you sign up and runs through May 11th 2017 and is $70 a month.  Two of our children are currently enrolled and can already set up the board correctly at home.  This is a new program and a great opportunity for the kids that we are offering now at MCDC.  We do need a few more participants to keep this program going!


We cannot be more excited to welcome our new cook Sheila F. to MCDC on Tuesday September 6th!  I know everyone will be so glad to see Shelby’s face again at the front desk in the mornings!  Stop by the kitchen window and give Sheila a big MCDC welcome!!

Have a great day!!
Kelli Wright, Director

(256) 544-8609

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
Upcoming Events:

September 5th-
Center Closed for Labor Day

September 6th-
Board Meeting 11:30am

September 8th-
Staff Meeting 6:30pm

September 20th-
Board Meeting 11:30am
September 23rd-
Preschool Field Trip to Lyon Family Farm

September 24th-
MCDC Workday 8am-12pm
Coming Up in October:
· MCDC Closed on the 10th for Columbus Day
· Fall Festival on the 21st 5:30pm-7:00pm

Hello from Infant A
Summer is coming to a close and here comes fall!  The weather will be perfect for outside play again with the severe heat behind us.  Outdoor play for infants provides needed natural spaces that encourage sensory, physical, and social exploration.  Outdoor play gives our infants a chance to watch how the wind moves tree branches and listen to the birds and airplane sounds overhead.  Stopping our buggy ride to watch the older children on their playground is also a favorite activity for our babies.
Inside we will focus on “Apples”.  We will talk about apple colors red and green, how they feel and use fake apples for dumping in and out of containers.

Families, enjoy the last of the summer holidays and don’t forget to bring in any family pictures we can share in the classroom.

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
We had so much fun in August! Our class learned about letters and numbers, and we got to explore the beach. Our favorite was International Week – we really enjoyed hearing different languages and seeing the colorful flags that decorated our classroom. But now August is over and summer is ending.


In September we’ll get to celebrate the start of autumn and learn about the changing seasons. There are lots of fun fingerplays and poems to learn! Also, as the weather cools off, our class will get to enjoy more outdoor time. We’re so excited to be learning and growing together in the month of September! 

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Hello from this your Jammin Crew
A month of September is upon us

With lots of fun things to do.

Learning directions, up and down

Naming our body parts from toes

To our crown.

To checking out the things around 

Us good times are always found.

We check out and play with lots of toys, cars, rattles, blocks.

Then we lay on the floor with our feet in the air and pull off our socks!

Having fun with our classmates

Playing hide-and-seek, patty-cake

With a friend.

There’s always so much to see and do, the fun times seldom end.

There are times when we are sad

Or hungry or mad.

There’s no way to guess our mood.

Just feed us and love us and calm

Us down We’re a very emotional brood.

Yes it’s the month of September

And just in case you don’t remember

The season changes from summer to fall.

You’ll find us outside or in

We’ll be wearing a grin

Because we’ll be having a ball!
Our little dancing troop has

Gone through three major

Changes recently.  We have

Welcomed two new trainees

And lost two more.  Welcome

One and all!

Come check us out!

PS.  Please remember to sign your child in and out each day.

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Hope everyone is doing well!  It has been a very hot summer.  We are glad that fall is almost here.

Things are going well in our Creeper B class.  We hope everyone will have a fun, safe Labor Day weekend!  We will be closed September 5th for Labor Day.

We have been working on using a crayon.  Try this activity at home and see how well your child can color! Another fine motor skill that we always work on is using a sippy cup.  This is a skill the children will need when they move to the toddler classrooms.  

As always, remember to check your child’s clothes and have three extra sets on hand.

We want to make sure that we are caring for your child to your specifications.  If your child’s primary caregiver is not in yet at drop off, please leave a note on their clipboard. That way the information is relayed correctly.  Thank you!

It is a joy that we are able to teach your children.  Thank you all for that gift you have given us.

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)


First of all, we would like to give the parents a big shout out for making the Toddler’s pizza party a huge success.  We couldn’t have done it without you.


It’s hard to believe fall will be here soon.  So with that in mind, let’s make sure your child has a seasonal change of clothes and a jacket if needed.  We will still be going outside as long as we can, weather permitting.


The children are doing an awesome job learning stuff from all of our new themes last month.  We worked on colors, learned about farm and zoo animals, which the children loved milking our pretend cow!  We had our 1st Toddler Olympics, which the children loved!  They had so much fun with all of our events.  Some events were Noodle Throw, Balance Beam, and Ring Toss.  It was so much fun watching the children playing the games.


They learn so much and are remembering so much!  Ask them sometimes what they have learned in class and they can tell you.  They are so smart!


Parents, thank you so much for all of your help and support!  We can’t do it all without you!

The Rockets (Toddler B)

Two little eyes, discovering what’s new
Two little hands, touching everything in view

A sweet little voice, asking you why

A mischievous smile and a whimpering cry

Two little feet, jumping on the floor

A toddler’s mission is to EXPLORE!

As September approaches we will be beginning to introduce the alphabet.  We will be adding a letter per week to our circle time.  Our weekly lesson plan will have the letter we are introducing under changes of routine.  Please remember that our class loves to go outside!  We will reapply sunscreen as needed.  Please remember to bring your child in with sunscreen applied.

The Safari Explorers (EA)
In August we learned so much!  First we learned about taking care of pets and the kinds of pets our friends have.  Next we learned all about me.  We made puzzle pieces with our hand prints and foot prints.  We talked about our favorite color and food.  We made All About Me posters with the help of mommy and daddy.  Then we learned about having good manners.  Next we learned all about our families.  Last, we learned about England during International Week.
To wrap up August and start September we will learn about grandparents.  The school will be closed September 5th for Labor Day.  Then we will learn about Johnny Appleseed, the county fair and fall.  

Be sure and check your child’s box.  They need at least 2 changes of clothes.  Those potty training may need a few more. (
Underwater Explorers (EB)
Dear Parents,


Whew!  It’s hard to believe the summer is coming to a close.  As we enter September we are marching one step closer to fall.  As the season begins to change, make sure that you take a quick peek into your child’s clothes.


We want to welcome our new kids into the classroom!  We are so glad to have new sweet faces!  Remember we will focus on learning about our grandparents and how much we love them!  We will also have a week of All About Me!  We will have a project for you and your child to do at home for that week.  There will be more info closer to that time.  We will end the month of September with apples for two weeks.


We hope everyone has a fabulous month of September!

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)
Welcome to all of our new students and parents!  We are pleased with how well the children are adapting to the new class.  They seem very comfortable and content.  We will continue to focus much of our attention on the classroom rules, structure and routines.  But will also be working on building self-esteem.
Our themes of this month will be What I Like About Me, My Family, autumn, and Apples.  Letters of the month are Jj, Kk, Ll, and Mm.  We will be using letter bags to promote letter recognitions and beginning consonant sounds.  A letter bag will be sent home on each Friday.  Over the weekend help your child find some things which start with that particular letter.  When we finish checking the bag, we will sent the bag home with the child and the bag will have a check mark indicating we are finished.  This has been a very successful teaching technique which the children really enjoy and we hope everyone participates.


Our show and tell will take place on Friday mornings.  We would like to encourage the children to bring things which are theme related if possible.  Educational toys or any natural science items would be appreciated.


We are having a wonderful time with your children.  Thank you for your support.  Please do not hesitate to let us know if you every have any questions or concerns regarding your child.

The Teddy Bears (Pre-B)
 Hello Everyone! This month we have many fun activities planned! Our themes for the month will include: Dinosaurs, Sports Week, All About my Family, Weather changes and Johnny Appleseed week! We want to welcome all of our new friends into Pre B! We welcomed our new teacher Ms. Cheryl last month and we love her! We are having a great time in Pre B! Don’t forget we will be closed Labor day! 
We invite Grandparents to come read to the class the week of September 8-12! We will complete a special project for Grandparents day that week! 
Parent Reminder: Please check lessons plans on Mondays, cubbies on Fridays and our daily notes every day! 
We also have a wish list for our classroom next to the sign out sheet, if you would like to check it out! 
Monthly Article recommendation: Creating Learning Environments at Home By Susan A. Miller, Ed.D. 
http://www.earlychildhoodnews.com/earlychildhood/article_view.aspx?ArticleID=332
Thank you!
The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents,


Welcome to Pre-k A, “The Happy Hoppers!!” September is an exciting month for the children and teachers. It is a month of changes-new beginnings, new surroundings, new friends, new experiences, new skills, and new challenges.


We (the teachers and children) have had a few weeks to get acquainted with one another and our classroom. It is now time to start our curriculum and begin to get ready for kindergarten.


We (the teachers) are excited to help prepare your child/children for kindergarten. We can only do so if the classroom environment is conducive for learning. We have been going over classroom rules daily and working hard to follow them. We have sent home a copy of the rules to each household. Please go over these rules with your child to reinforce what we are doing at school. If you don’t have your copy, please see one of us to get a new copy.


As we begin our lessons, our goal is that your child will explore the world of learning and develop new basic skills and expand upon the skills they already have. Beginning this month we will have “Show and Tell”, start learning the alphabet, counting up to 100 days of Pre-K and have “Star of the week”. We will send home letters letting you know what day your child has show and tell. We will study a letter every week. Each child will have at least one turn at being “The Star of the Week”. Details explaining this activity will be sent home later. 


You are always invited to be involved in the classroom in any way that you can. If you have items or experiences that relate to any of our themes, please share them with us. Some areas we will continue to work on are: working and playing together, following directions, good citizenship, manners, and showing respect for friends, teachers, and our classroom materials. Please take the time and discuss each school day with your child. Ask open-ended questions and offer positive feedback. Your constant interest will play an important part in your child’s learning experience and success. Please read our daily note posted on the parent board above the sign in / out desk in the classroom on a daily basis.


We are glad to have your child in our class and we are looking forward to a great year! We hope you will visit the classroom often to share in the growth and excitement taking place. Our themes for this month are: Getting to Know My Classroom, Manners, Fall and Pets. Some suggested skills to practice at home: knowing and writing first, middle, and last name, age and birthday (month, day, & year), address, phone number you want your child to learn for emergency purposes, using scissors, and glue/tape.

September events: Center Closed for Labor Day on September 5th.







Thanks for your support!

Partnering with Families

Ways for Families to Be Involved 

Making things for the program-----Family members can do projects at home that will benefit all the children in the program. They can help collect “beautiful junk” to be used in the art area (such as fabric scraps, ribbons, yarn, and pieces of soft wood), objects for sorting and classifying (such as buttons, shells, keys, and bottle caps), or props for dramatic play. Families may be willing to make things for the classroom, such as matching games, doll clothes, or curtains, or to record stories for the Library area.

Sharing their culture----Families who are willing to share aspects of their cultural heritage can enrich the program greatly. They might lend tools and art, and talk with children about their significance, how they were made, and how they are used. You might invite a family member to cook a traditional dish with the children, teach them dances or songs, tell stories, or share photographs. Family members who cannot come to the classroom during the day might tape songs, or stories.

Sharing a talent or job----Once you learn about their special talents, interests, 

And work, you can invite family members to share their knowledge and experiences with the children. The possibilities are endless: playing an instrument, keeping a garden, teaching children about insects or other animals, using carpentry skills to build something for the program and so on.

Participating in a study----Families can be great source of information and ideas when they are knowledgeable about the study topic. You might send home a note describing what you will be studying and inviting families to be part of the planning. They might join you on a field trip, contribute materials (such as old shoes for a study of shoe stores), or participate in special activities related to the study.

Families can enhance the program in many different ways. The size of their contribution is not important. What families learn by contributing and the positive message their involvement conveys to children are what count most.
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