Marshall Child Development Center 
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!


Thank you again to everyone who participated in our annual budget vote in October.  We are so pleased to be able to continue providing excellent child care while still offering great benefits to our staff.


One of the comments on the parent survey was some members did not know who the board members were.  We have added our pictures with our names above the parent board so you can identify us.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or suggestions for the board of directors.


It was great seeing everyone at the Fall Festival!  The staff did such a wonderful job setting up the activities buildings, providing fun games, activities and food, and staying to clean up.  We appreciate all of their hard work to put on events for the center.  We love opportunities to bring our families together!


Have a great month and thank you for your continued support!



MCDC Board of Directors
From the Director…!


November and December always seemed to be filled with activities which sometimes leads to stress!  Remember to always give yourself extra time because no child knows the meaning of “hurry”.  Try to step back and enjoy each activity!

All the excitement of the Holidays and activities can also cause the children’s excitability to be raised.  Don’t be surprised to see more meltdowns, more sensitivity and more defiance.  Plan ahead and try to be proactive versus reactive.

There are several ways that you can help the teacher’s days to be less stressful.  I see these reminders frequently in the newsletters:

· Sign in and out each day

· Make sure there are extra changes of clothes available, that they are weather appropriate and they are the right size

· Take home cups and nap mats to be washed

· Inform teachers of any contagious illnesses your child has

· Inform teachers if your child is going to be absent, late or leaving early

· Keep your child home if they are ill, and do not return until they are fully recovered

Spoiled Rotten Photography will be at our center Nov 8th-10th to capture portraits of the sweetest kiddos in the world!  Your child will only be photographed if you have signed up online.  You will receive an email from me letting you know what day your child is scheduled for.

I would like to personally invite each and every one of you, your family and friends to join us for our annual Thanksgiving Lunch on Thursday Nov 17th at 11:00am.  MCDC will provide the turkey, drinks, and paper products.  We ask that each family bring one side dish or dessert.  There will be a sign up list on the parent table.  Please indicate what dish you will be bringing and how many adults will be in attendance.  The food for the adults will be set up in our cafeteria.  We will not have to ability to warm up any items, so please bring them in something that will keep them warm, or bring them at the time of the lunch.  Don’t forget serving utensils as well.  When the lunch is over, you may pick up your dish on your way out.  The children will be served from the kitchen and will already have a plate ready for them in the classroom.  You can come straight to the cafeteria, fix your plate and then join your child in their classrooms.  Don’t worry, we will have adult sized chairs and tables! (
Close to Thanksgiving and Christmas, you will see sign-up sheets in your classroom asking you to indicate what days your child will be absent during the holidays.  We in no way want you to feel any pressure to keep your child out.  We just want to get an idea of how many children will be in attendance so that we can staff accordingly.  Besides the federal holidays, the center will be open.

Stop by the front office and pick up some Belk Charity Tickets!!  The sale is next weekend, Saturday November 5th from 6am-10am. Tickets are $5.00 each.  All of the proceeds go directly to MCDC.  You can take some to try and sell at work, church or in your neighborhood.

Thank you for your patience with the construction in front of the building.  I know I have sent out a lot of emails lately!  Please let us know is you need any assistance.  Call 256-544-8609.  
Have a great month!!

Kelli Wright, Director

Marshall Child Development Center

(256) 544-8607

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
Upcoming Events:

Nov 1st-4th=
Kelli out of the office

Nov 1st=
Board Meeting

Nov 5th=
Belk Charity Sale 6am-10am

Nov 5th=
CPR/First Aid for Staff 9am

Nov 6th=
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Nov 8th-10th=
Portraits with Spoiled Rotten Photography

11th=
Center Closed for Veteran’s Day

15th=
Board Meeting

17th=
Thanksgiving Lunch 11am

24th=
Center Closed for Thanksgiving

29th=
Board Meeting

Coming Up in December:
Holiday Store on the 1st
Holiday Program on the 8th
Holiday Classroom Parties on the 9th
Board meetings 13th & 27th
Center Closed on 26th
Hello from Infant A

 Gobble, gobble, and gobble! Our pumpkin patch is full of little turkeys now, to welcome our new family. We will continue our outside play time, taking advantage of the beautiful weather. Outside time will focus on the beautiful fall colors in the leaves and trees. 


Inside story time is an important of our daily routine. The comfort of the teachers lap and the warm voice creates an enjoyable association with books and reading. Also, looking at books encourages the babies to use their fine-motor skills by reaching for, grabbing, mouthing, chewing, shaking, and turning the pages of the book. Having books as a regular part of the day helps build the infants vocabulary as well as help to build their enjoyment of the sounds of language. 


We hope to see all our MCDC parents on Nov. 17th for the annual Thanksgiving feast.  We do not want this “Thanksgiving Month” to pass by without sending out a special “Thanks” to all the wonderful MCDC parents. We love and appreciate all of you. “Happy Thanksgiving” to all.

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)

Geometry and spatial relationships is an understanding of geometry and spatial sense, which begins with the ability to recognize similar shapes and body positions in space. Children gain spatial sense as they become aware of themselves in relation to objects and structures around them. They learn about location and position (on, off, under, below, in, out) and about distance (near, far, next to). 

By playing with objects of different shapes, young children learn that some objects are similar to others. When you describe what they see you help infants begin to develop an understanding of geometry. Opportunities to build and explore structures of various sizes enables understanding about spatial relationships. A young infant might place his hands around a bottle feeling its shape or experience being wrapped in blanket. A mobile infant might crawl through a tunnel, enjoying the feeling of being enclosed in a space where they can see out both ends and bang blocks against different slots in a shape-sorting box until they fall through. 
Have a great month with spatial relations!
The Jammin’ Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings all, again we meet

We are leaving the month of trick or treat.

We are entering the month of November with Turkey and Dressing, I’m sure you remember.

Where families gather to eat and talk,

We get stuffed and have to take a walk.

In this month we have lots of art.  

It will all be fun, we just have to do our part.

Handprint turkeys, coloring and more,

Nursery rhyme greetings when you come in the door.

The children and teachers enjoy this month together.  

We think it’s because of the beautiful weather.

Not too hot and not too cold,

With a pretty leaf color scenery it never gets old.

We go outside almost every day.

Our kids do love to romp and play.

If you come to visit, we didn’t hide, just take a look for us outside.

Till next time do remember, don’t make us shout.

Always sign your little ones in and out.

The Little Owls (Creeper B)

Well, fall is supposed to be in the air, but it still feels like summer.  We have been able to go outside more and the babies are loving it.  We would like to wish one of our co-workers best of luck on her new adventure.  We will all miss her sweet smile.  To keep things consistent for the children, the same substitute will be in the classroom until another teacher is hired.  In the meantime, if there is anything we can do for your child please let us know.  On another note, we had a great fall festival.  We will be off a couple of days in November, the 11th for Veteran’s Day and the 24th for Thanksgiving.  As always, check your child’s cubby to make sure you have 3 changes of clothing and a jacket in case we go outside on those cool days.  
 

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)


It’s hard to believe that fall is here already.  Love the cooler weather and the changing of the leaves.  With that in mind, make sure your child has a seasonal change of clothes.


We would like to take this time to thank all of our parents for bringing in the pumpkins for our pumpkin patch.  It was a huge success and our little ones had a fun time.


We have had fun with all of our fall themes.  We have learned about leaves, acorns, pumpkins, and fire safety.  Speaking of fire safety, the children got to see a fire truck up close and the children enjoyed it.  We have been working on fire drills, stop, drop, & roll, and crawling.  It has been very entertaining watching the children do these activities.  They have really learned how to do these.

We would like to take this time to recognize one of our teachers, who has been awarded a CDA (Child Development Associate) for outstanding work with young children.


Parents, a big thank you for all your support and help to us.  We could not do what we do without your help.  Thank you so much!

The Rockin’ Rockets (Toddler B)

I am a Toddler
I am not built to sit still,

Keep my hands to myself, 

Take turns, be patient,

Stand in line or keep quiet,

I NEED motion

I NEED novelty

I NEED adventure

And I NEED to engage

The world with my whole body.

Let me play, trust me, I am LEARNING!

October has flown by!  We can’t believe November is here already!  This month we will be talking about nuts and seeds and where they come from.  Then we will move to our 5 senses.  We hope that the children will be able to show us where their eyes, nose, ears, and mouth are after the lesson.  November 14-18, we will be talking about Turkeys!  Then we will be moving to healthy eating.  We will be finishing out the month with “keeping it clean.”  We are very excited about November!

The Jungle Explorers (Explorer A)

Fall is finally here! We spent October learning about fall, pumpkins, and nocturnal animals. In November, we will start feeling the holiday spirit. November 11th we will be closed for Veteran’s Day. On November 17th we will have a school-wide Thanksgiving lunch at 11am.  On November 24th we will be closed for Thanksgiving. We hope you can join us. We will learn about scarecrows, Pilgrims, Indians, Turkeys, and yummy Thanksgiving food. 


Please check your child’s cubby box. It needs to have at least 2 changes of weather appropriate clothes – accidents do happen. ( Also, hopefully jacket weather will be here soon. Please make sure your child is ready.

Underwater Explorers (Explorer B)

We have enjoyed this nice weather! We have been able to create and explore new things every day! This month we will continue to have creative ways for your children to explore the beauty of fall. Please take a moment to look over the calendar of events. Remember you are welcome to come in and read books or do crafts with your children. Just let us know so that we are prepared for your arrival. 

Week 1 – We love soldiers!

Week 2 – Turkey

Week 3 – We are thankful!

Week 4 – It’s fall!

Dates to Remember


Nov 11th – Closed for Veteran’s Day

Nov 17th – Thanksgiving Luncheon @ 11:00am


Nov 24th – Closed for Thanksgiving Day

In addition please remember the following:


- Take child’s water cup for washing


- Let us know when your child will be out, late, or picked up earlier


- Check their extra clothes to make sure they have weather appropriate clothing in their current sizes.

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)


The month of October was eventful with all of our fall festivities and field trip in September. We would like to thank the parents for making these events fun, positive, and successful. We are looking forward to many more learning experiences in November. Our themes of the month will be Fruits and Vegetables, Turkeys, Thanksgiving, and Nursery Rhymes. Letters of the month are Rr, Ss, Tt, Uu. Our letter bags and accompanying letter activities are doing well. We will continue to implement writing, sensory, and other media. We welcome our new students and will focus this month on our socialization skills by providing different small group activities.


Weather permitting, we will try to go outside at least once daily, even if only for a few minutes for some fresh air. Please make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing such as a coat, jacket, long pants, hat, and tennis shoes.  When is starts getting cold outside we will begin utilizing our indoor multipurpose room. 

Upcoming Events in November:

Nov 6th – Daylight Savings Time Ends

Nov 11th – Center will be closed for Veteran’s Day

Nov 17th – Thanksgiving lunch 11am

Nov 24th – Center closed for Thanksgiving  


Upcoming Events in December


Dec 1st – Holiday Store


Dec 8th – Holiday Program


Dec 9th – Classroom Party

Dec 26th – Center closed for Christmas


Dec 31st – New Year’s Eve

The Super Hero’s (Pre-B)
Hello November! We have a fun month ahead of us in Pre B! The themes for this month include: Spiders, Scarecrows, Farm Animals, Thanksgiving History, and Wild West! We will be closed on the 11th and the 24th of the month. We will celebrate our Thanksgiving at school with a family lunch on the 17th at 11:00 am! Please make plans to join us for the Thanksgiving lunch. The first week of the month, we will send home a copy of our songs we will be performing for the Holiday Program in December. 

Parent Reminders:

Please check cubbies daily and take home all work. Check your child’s extra clothes to ensure they are weather appropriate for the changing weather. 

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)

October was a fun month for our class! We did a lot of activities with fall (Apples, Fire Prevention, Harvest/Pumpkins and Spiders/Nocturnal Animals. We had a visit from the fire department, made an apple pie, a family picnic lunch and our Annual Fall Festival.


Thank you parents for meeting with us to talk about your child’s progress thus far.

November begins our celebration of diverse cultures and holidays. We will concentrate on healthy eating; learn about the First Thanksgiving, Thanksgiving traditions and being Thankful. The themes for the month are Migration/Hibernation, Good Nutrition, Thanksgiving, Being Thankful and Clothing. The letters for the month are Dd, Ll, Ii, and Bb.

Some of you may be traveling for the Thanksgiving holiday and we hope that you will have a safe trip to and from your destination.

You are invited to the Annual MCDC Thanksgiving luncheon on November 17th. More details will be given later.

The weather is changing. Please check your child’s cubby for change of weather appropriate clothing.

We have two children celebrating birthdays this month.

Remember, we always welcome any suggestions, participation and help with our weekly themes and classroom activities.

Thank you for all that you do, it is really appreciated.

November Events:

November 6th__Daylight Savings Time Ends

November 8th-10th__Fall Pictures with Spoiled Rotten Photography

November 11th___Veteran’s Day (Center Closed)

November 17th___MCDC Thanksgiving Luncheon

November 24th__Thanksgiving Day (Center Closed)
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