Marshall Child Development Center 

March Newsletter 2016
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow




From the Board of Directors…!

We are excited that spring is finally around the corner! There are a few upcoming events the Board of Directors would like to share with all MCDC families. 

We will hold our Spring Open Forum meeting in the May timeframe. Be on the lookout for a meeting announcement. At this meeting, which is open to all MCDC families, we will discuss the 2015 Parent Survey results and hold Board Elections. This is also a time for families to ask questions or bring up any issues they wish to discuss with the Board. 

In addition, we will be sponsoring an MCDC t-shirt fundraiser, with sizes from infant to adult. Look for additional details on that in the next couple of weeks! 

We are proud to serve as your Board of Directors and always welcome questions or comments from our families. 

The MCDC Board of Directors

From the Director…!

March is:
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Use this link to sign up for emails from the Huntsville-Madison County Public Library.  There are some great events planned!

http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?llr=uztvanvab&m=1122497122100&ea=kelli.l.wright%40nasa.gov&a=1123873297486
Eggs, eggs, and more eggs!  We are so excited about our Egg Hunt on the 24th!  Creepers and Toddlers will be at 9:30am, Explorers at 9:45am and Preschool at 10:00am on the playgrounds.  We will be accepting donations of plastic eggs and candy.  All candy has to be peanut-free and not processed in a facility with peanuts; individually wrapped and also keep in mind the size of the candy; it will need to fit inside the plastic eggs.  Those donations can be brought in at any time.  Thank you!
“I do not like green eggs and ham.  I do not like them Sam I Am.”  In honor of Dr. Seuss, we will be celebrating with a breakfast of Green Eggs and Ham this Friday morning.  Breakfast will be served for guests in the cafeteria.  You may come get your plate and join your child in their classroom, or stay and eat in the cafeteria with your child.  Please let me know if you plan on attending, so we can make sure we have enough!  Breakfast is from 7:45am-8:30am.  Hope to see you there!
Be on the lookout for those Leprechaun’s this month!

Kelli Wright, Director

(256) 544-8609

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
Upcoming Events:

March 2nd=

Dr. Seuss Day

March 3rd=

Staff Meeting 6pm

March 4th=
Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast

March 4th=
Shelby out of the office

March 10th=

Board Meeting

March 11th-29th=
Cecilia out of the office 
March 23rd=
Preschool A Mexican Egg Hunt

March 24th=
MCDC Center-Wide Egg Hunt; Creepers/Toddlers 9:30am


Explorers 9:45am


Preschool 10:00am

March 24th=
Board Meeting
Coming Up in April:
· Staff meeting on the 5th
· Board Meetings on the 7th & 21st
· Week of the Young Child 11th-15th 

· Trike-A-Thon to Benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital on the 14th
· Kelli out of the office 18th-22nd
· Cecilia out of the office 19th-22nd
· Belk Charity Sale on the 30th 6am-10am 

Hello from Infant A
Here comes spring! We have a room full of little leprechauns busy on the floor doing “tummy time”, rolling over and sitting up on their own. 

At art time the colors green and yellow will be the emphasis. Green slime and goo will be played with in and out of small pots. Just no “Pot of Gold” will be found. However, this will give our infants a good fine motor skills workout. 

Hoping by the end of this month we will see more spring like weather and be able to go outside more often. Please keep a jacket in their cubbies for these occasions. We still need more family pictures for our language wall. Thank you in advance for bringing them in for your child. 

Go Fly a Kite! 

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Our class really enjoyed the month of February! We celebrated Valentine’s Day, learned about shapes, and got to know the color red. We learned songs and poems about Valentine’s Day too. Our class also got to do some fun Valentine’s Day sensory activities, including some exciting new discovery bottles! 


In March, we will say good-bye to winter and welcome spring. We’ll get to play outside more often as the weather gets warmer. Leaves will grow on the trees, the grass will turn green again, and hopefully we’ll get to see more sunshine. We can’t wait for spring! 


There are also two special days in March. Dr. Seuss Day on March 2, and St. Patrick’s Day on March 17. We’ll do special activities for each of these days and get some brand new classroom decorations! 


Our class is looking forward to learning and growing together in the month of March! 

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings! 

Once again we are here,

To greet you with another month of the year. 

Our kids are growing. 

Some have moved up and away.

There is never a dull moment in each day. 

The little ones are crawling, 

Are walking, some run. 

That’s when we have the best of fun. 

They clap now and join in as we talk. 

They jibber and jabber, 

And stomp as they walk. 

If we could get them to talk, 

We bet they would say: 

“When is spring time coming? 

We want to go play.” 

Little do they know, it may be more snow? 

After that maybe spring would show. 

Hard to believe that we are at this point in the New Year, 

When spring and flowers will soon appear. 

A good time was had by one and all 

At our Friendship party, the kids had a ball 

Thank you for coming and bringing good treats to share 

We all ate so much we had none to spare. 

For the month of March, we will watch for the wind. 

If there is a special project, notes home we will send. 

Have a wonderful time watching for the weather.

We will have fun here as we do things together. 

Until next time when we give you a Holler,
The Little Owls (Creeper B)

Spring is in the air and we are happy about that.  The creepers will be able to go out more since the weather is getting nicer.  As you know, we have a lot of walkers in our room now and because of the age difference we have started having toddler activities for the older the ones.  We want to make sure the toddlers get what they need.  We have couple of activities for you parents to be involved with in the month of March.  The first will be the Egg Hunt on March 24th.  Then on that Friday we will have a spring party.  


As always, please keep a check of your child’s clothes and make sure he/she has a jacket for those chilly days.
The Busy Bees (Toddler A)

Hopping into spring!

We had a wonderful February full of love hearts and dental appreciation! We hope that everyone loved their picture frames that the children worked so hard on. We appreciate the parents that came to our Friendship party. We had a great time!

This month we are going to be focusing on 3 shapes (square, circle, and triangle) and talking all about eggs! 

We will be having our annual Egg Hunt on March 24th. All parents are welcome to join in on the fun!

Spring time is approaching so be sure that your child’s clothes are weather appropriate as the temperatures start to change! 

Also, we normally do not start sunscreen until May, so if you are wanting sunscreen on your child we ask that you please apply it to them in the mornings before school! 

We are looking forward to a wonderful spring! 

Thank you for all that you do. 

The Rockets (Toddler B)

Thank you for being supportive of us all. We are truly grateful. February’s weather has been up and down and we tried to make the most of it by spending time outside on the good days. Due to this unusual weather most of us, including the children seem to be catching colds. Please wash your child’s hands upon entering the classroom and when leaving school to help prevent the spread of germs. 

A veterinarian was here at the beginning of February to help us enhance our lesson plan. Thanks you so much, the children loved it. In February, the children learned about pets, and hearts, and emotions, feelings, and teeth. 

This month we will be learning about Dr. Seuss, green, colors, eggs, spring, and other fun activities related to the month’s topic. 

We appreciate all ideas and suggestions, so feel free to speak to any staff in the Toddler room. We look forward to an enjoyable spring with our families. 

The Safari Explorers (EA)
We learned so much in February! We learned about artic animals and penguins. We found out how blubber works to keep them warm. We made hand print polar bears and reindeer. We made footprint penguins. We made an arctic fox with cotton balls and paper plates. We had super fun during friendship week as we made gifts for our parents and decorated for our party. Thank you for coming to our party and bringing yummy food. We mixed paint and soap to make bubbly pictures. They were so fun! We learned about Presidents Day. We even made a picture of George Washington and Abraham Lincoln’s log cabin. We also learned about cool Dinosaurs. We made Dinosaurs just like real paleontologist!


 In March we will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ Birthday, learn about St. Patrick’s Day, and spring. We will learn about colors with jelly beans and end the month with decorating eggs and an egg hunt. 


 Please make sure your child has a water bottle each day. We use them after play time and sometimes during snack. 

Underwater Explorers (EB)

Thank you for another wonderful month with your amazing Explorers. We enjoyed a month filled with love, hearts, and owls. Your children enjoyed books like “The Day It Rained Hearts” and “The Dog Who Loved Red”. We explored all kinds of art and sensory experiences. Our Friendship party was a huge success thanks to all of you! The children loved getting to give their “treats” out to their friends. 


 March will open up with an exploration of Dr. Seuss and his amazing world of books and stories! We will continue the month by learning about shamrocks and the color green. We will close out the month with bunnies, carrots, and eggs! Your child will have the opportunity to explore paint, glue, shaving cream, and other art/sensory materials. 


We strive to create a fun and educational environment for your child were they can play, learn, and know that they are loved and cared for. Your thoughts and ideas are always welcome. Thank you for all that you do. 

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)
 We have lots of activities planned for the month of March. Our themes/letters are: Dr. Seuss, Kk, Music and Movements, Ll, Rainbows, Mm, spring, Nn, and Lions and Lambs, Oo. 


Our main focus this month will be staying in a center and doing activities for at least 10 minutes before changing to a different activity. The children are using their words more frequently when they need something or have gotten hurt by someone else.  This will be something we will continue to encourage.  Hopefully, with the season changing soon, the warm air will follow, and we can get outside more.  

Upcoming events this month are as follows: 

· March 2nd- Dr. Seuss Day

· March 4th – green egg and ham breakfast in the cafeteria (parents invited) 

· March 24th – MCDC’s annual Egg hunt (times will be announced later) 

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns about your child.  Thank you very much for your continuing support! 
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The Teddy Bears (Pre-B)
There is a wonderful beginning to your child’s school day. It’s called Community Meeting and it’s a great way to build our community, set a positive tone, increase excitement about the day, and improve academic and social skills. Community Meeting usually takes between fifteen to twenty minutes. First, each morning the students go to the carpet area. We begin with the Pledge, Number, Alphabet Song and Number Songs. We talk about who is missing and why they might not be at school. Next we greet each other in some way. It can be a song, a “high five” or a handshake. This helps children learn names and provides a sense of recognition and belonging. Morning Community helps children feel united as a group. We review their skills, and most of all merge social, emotional and intellectual learning.

In February we decorated Valentine Bags and read stories about friendship. Thanks to all the parents who helped to make our party lots of fun.  Children will be working on learning to write their names when “signing in”.  Our “sign in “board will start on Monday, February 29th.   In March, our themes are about Dr. Seuss, St. Patrick’s Day, and Manners.

PARENTS REVIEW CORNER

Routines for Learning

When parents get involved in learning, children are more successful. Help your youngsters get off to a good start in school by creating habits like these at home:

• Make time each day to look over school “papers” with your child. Be on the lookout for notes from their teacher, and mark important dates on the calendar.

• Sharing at dinnertime is an activity that can go beyond passing the platter. Ask your children to think of one new thing they learned during the day. It might spark an interest.
FROM YOUR TEACHER 

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY!

Be on the lookout for Leprechauns at MCDC, on Thursday, March 17th! They have been known to sneak into our Preschool classrooms and make a big mess…leaving little green footprints along the way. Pre-B will make a “Leprechaun” trap to try and catch one. Along the way, the Leprechauns drop some of their gold coins for the kids to find. It’s always a lot of fun to see the traps the kids design. Don’t forget to wear GREEN! Upcoming Dates:

March

 4: Green Eggs and Ham (Parents invited)

13: Daylight Savings Time….Spring forward

17: Happy St. Patrick’s Day Green Snack Party   

20: First Day of spring  

24: Egg Hunt
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27: Easter
News Article

What Happened to Teaching Kids Manners and Respect?
Feb 4, 2015, 10:29 AM ET

Bonita Cooke/Getty Images

One dad thinks it's time to focus on manners in our kids.

(Editor's Note: This article first appeared on Babble.com. It has been reprinted here with permission. Disney is the parent company of both ABC News and Babble.)
My crew loved the new Paddington Bear movie —- yet, am I alone? -— there was one element of the film I couldn’t stand: The way the Brown children talked to their parents. 

The teen age daughter in the movie, Judy, expresses her feelings about her parents in no uncertain terms. She won’t introduce her fledgling boyfriend to the family because in her opinion, mom and dad are “weird.” She rolls her eyes to no end at her father’s ridiculous worries and her mother’s kookiness. “You’re so annoying!” she says, a sentiment her younger brother Jonathan echoes at least once early in the film. 

By the end of the movie, the daughter embraces the word “weird,” just as she comes to love Paddington and have a new appreciation of her parents. All well and good. But I couldn’t watch her sass her parents and give them such terrible attitude without getting angry at Mr. and Mrs. Brown. I wanted them to directly confront the girl and say, “Don’t call people ‘weird,’ that’s not nice!” Or, “Don’t roll your eyes at me, young lady. That’s inappropriate.” Or, “Never tell an adult they’re annoying. That’s a very rude thing to say.” To the kids in the theater, the movie showed that being a brat is acceptable. And this really bothered me. “That’s because you’re an old school parent,” a friend of mine said. “You think kids should have manners and respect authority.” The latter is definitely true, but does that make me old school? Is the new style of parenting one that says it’s OK for kids to talk down to adults? Many parents want their kids to speak to them as if they’re friends, but I wouldn’t want my son to call his friends annoying or take an “uh, duh!” tone with them either. Mr. Brown, scared his kids are going to get hurt or fail, while simultaneously allowing them to ridicule him, strikes me as a common type in America today. The kind of parent who cedes control to the child. Often, this relinquishing of authority comes in the name of having a democratic family. But, despite what you see in Washington, a functioning democracy requires having a fundamental respect for other people’s points of view. That’s not what I see with how many kids speak to their parents these days. I fear we’re raising a generation of jerks. 

We should be teaching our kids to speak respectfully to others, and that starts with us. They should also have regard for authority figures like principals or teachers, whether or not they agree with those figures and their rules. (I have no problem with dissension, as long as it’s done civilly.) Because what’s going to happen to a young woman when, in her first job, she greets her boss’s request for an expense report with an eye roll and exaggerated sigh of annoyance? 

Furthermore, I’m not just a parent, I’m a human being. I deserve respect just as much as anyone else, and that means not insulting me. I am also a pretty interesting and cultured guy, and just because my son doesn’t agree with my taste in music or television or food or whatever, doesn’t give him (or anyone) the right to be rude about it. Society is built on good manners. Disagreeing, but not in disrespectful ways. 

My son is only five-and-a-half, but already I’ve had to address this issue with him. When watching the 1980’s cartoon series Spiderman and His Amazing Friends, Iceman skates to save Spiderman, saying “I’ve come to help my chum because he was dumb!” Felix thought this was very funny, and kept repeating it. My wife and I told him to stop. Calling other people dumb is not a very nice thing to do, especially if that person is your chum, we explained. So Spiderman made a mistake. We all do! Offer your help, but don’t sully it with a barbed comment.  It doesn’t take much to stand up for yourself, parents. I’m sure you’d get angry if someone on the street rolled their eyes at you, or called you “annoying” or “stupid.” Correct your children. Don’t let them treat anyone, least of all you, like a jerk. Paddington Bear would have been just as effective a movie if they had toned down the children’s attitude, or, better still, given the parents the opportunity to say “cut it out.” 

Instead, I sat there feeling like the parents were push-overs and the kids very badly-mannered. That clouded my opinion of what was otherwise a good movie, just as I think less of even the smartest, most talented kid who lacks the basic human decency to respect his or her parents. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to get to know, and work with your child!
The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents,


Spring is on its way and we are so excited! The month of March will bring in much warmer weather, breezy days, sunshine and more outdoor activities.


We would like to thank all of our parents for attending the Parent/Teachers Conferences. Thank you for supporting us and allowing us to help your child meet their milestones.


We are going to have a month full of exciting and fun activities. Our themes for the month are Dr. Seuss, Transportation (2 weeks) and Farm Animals (2 weeks).


Some of our learning centers will change throughout the month. We will be doing special activities during each week the theme changes.


We will complete our alphabet study during the month of March. The letters for the month of March are “Xx”, “Yy”, “Uu”, “Qq” and “Zz”; then we will start over with two alphabets a week starting with the letters “Aa” and “Bb”.


We will not be having a St. Patrick’s Day celebration; we will have a “Wear Green Day” and have a “Green Snack” on Thursday, March 17th.


With the weather improving, we will be outside as much as possible. Please make sure that your child has a light jacket or windbreaker to wear outside. Suggestion:  Leave an extra jacket in your child’s cubby, just in case(. Also please check your child’s change of clothes to ensure that they are weather appropriate. Many of them need to be resupplied.

MARCH EVENTS:

March 2nd__Dr. Seuss Day

March 4th__Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast 8:00am 
March 17th__St. Patrick’s Day

March 17th__Wear Green Day and Green Snack

March 20th__First Day of spring
March 23rd__Pre-k a Mexican Egg Hunt

March 24th__MCDC Egg Hunt

March Birthdays:


We have 2 friends and a teacher that are celebrating birthdays this month.
We are going to be very busy this month, but most of all we will have a lot of fun! Thank you for being great parents that care and support us in all of our efforts.

Have a Great March 2016!
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