Marshall Child Development Center 

May Newsletter 2016
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow




From The Board of Directors…!

Thank you so much to those that have signed up to help with Staff Appreciation Week!  We are still in need of more volunteers!  


Dear MCDC Parents, 

Staff appreciation week will be held the week of May 9th-May 13th, 2016. This is an annual tradition at MCDC and it is important that we as parents let the staff know how much their efforts mean to us, since they are taking care of our precious children every day! This event is made possible by parent volunteers and donations.
To show our appreciation, we will bring in treats for the staff on Monday (5/9) and Thursday (5/12).  The treat signup sheet will be posted at the table in the lobby.  Some ideas for treats: breakfast casseroles, muffins, bagels, sandwiches, chips/dip, drinks, sweets, crock-pot meal, etc…
On Wednesday (5/11), we will volunteer to watch the children during naptime (12:00pm-2:30pm) while the staff goes to lunch. One of the administrators and the board will remain at MCDC for the entire time the staff is away. We need parent volunteers at this time to watch the children. As a parent run daycare, this is the one time each year we ask for parent volunteers to give the teachers time to fellowship with each other. The week prior to Staff Appreciation, we ask room coordinators to meet with Kelli or Cecilia to go over safety procedures.  Any parent volunteers are welcome to do the same. In addition, each room will have a folder that contains copies of these procedures and any specific information relevant to that classroom on that day. Below is a list of the minimum number of volunteers needed per room. You are welcome to volunteer for as long as you can.  Please reply toRachel.D.Paden@nasa.gov with your choice of room and the time period you wish to cover. 

Infant A&B: 3 parents per hour per room 
Creeper A&B: 2 parents per hour per room 
Toddler A&B: 2 parents per hour per room 
Explorer A&B: 2 parents per hour per room 
Preschool A, B, C: 2 parents per hour per room 
Three floaters per hour

A voluntary donation of $15 per child is requested to fund the luncheon and a gift card for each staff member. More generous donations will be greatly appreciated!  Staff Appreciation Week will be funded exclusively through donations and not supplemented by MCDC funds.  

Each staff member will be presented with a memory book containing the art/pictures collected for that staff member. Please have your child provide artwork for the teachers and staff members whom they wish to honor. You may include photos, too. Since the artwork is placed in a keepsake notebook for each staff member, it is important that the artwork DOES NOT EXCEED 8 1/2" X 11". (construction paper will not fit)  Please write the child's entire name on the front and the staff member's entire name on each page. Don't forget the director, assistant director, cook, floaters and substitutes! Please see the list of staff names to ensure you do not leave anyone out. Please have the artwork to your room coordinator (or place in the marked folders at the lobby table) by close of business on Friday, May 6th.  

Each classroom needs a room coordinator (or co-coordinators) to handle the duties listed below. Please e-mailRachel.D.Paden@nasa.gov by Friday April 29th if you would like to be a room coordinator!
Room Coordinator Duties Include:
(1) Collect the donations from each child.
(2) Collect the artwork and compile notebooks of art for the teachers in their classroom.
(3) Assist with coordinating sign-up sheets for staff treats on Monday and Thursday.
(4) Assist with coordinating parent volunteer sign-up for Wednesday during the staff luncheon.
(5) Receive safety procedures briefing the week prior to Staff Appreciation Week and volunteer in the classroom during lunch on Wednesday (5/11).
Thanks so much for your hard work and dedication!  Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

Thank you, 

Rachel Paden 
Rachel.D.Paden@nasa.gov
Infant A: Lisa Bradford & Donna Terry
Infant B: Janice Parker & Alyson Bertagnolli

Creeper A: Freda Lang & Sausha Houk

Creeper B: Connie Boyd & Michele Smith

Toddler A: Sybil Sterns & Jordan McKinney

Toddler B: Melita Walker

Explorer A: Randie Stewman & Sandra Parker

Explorer B: Charity Pounders & Courtney Ziegler

Pre A: Jennifer Steger & Barbara Williams

Pre B: Cathy Collier & Maegan Sims

Pre C: Betsy Sikes & Gouri De

Floaters: Annette Duncan, Laura Wright, Debbie Noble, Theresa Grandenitti, Mary Beth Edger

Cook: Whitney McCown

Director: Kelli Wright

Asst Director: Cecilia Finn

Administrative Asst: Shelby Smith

Substitutes: Tracy Hurst, Cassidy Thomas, Kay George, Mary Dorhman, Melissa Boylen, Susie Feldman, Annette Dorhman, Jasmine Reynolds, Allison Peters

Another need we have is for volunteers for our Board of Directors!  This is a great opportunity to get more involved!

Dear MCDC Membership,

Spring is the season of renewing:  new leaves, flowers blooming, and elections for the MCDC Board of Directors.  
 
The positions currently up for election are President, Registrar, Secretary, Member at Large (enrolled) and Member at Large (waiting list).  The terms for these positions will begin June 1, 2015. The President, Registrar, and Secretary terms are for two years.  The two Members at Large positions are for one year.

To get more information on the duties of these positions contact a current Board Member or you can go to the MCDC website review the MCDC Bylaws the MCDC Operating Policy or click on the "Board of Directors" link for a summary of duties under each Board position. The President and Registrar positions are required to be filled by NASA civil servants.  The remaining positions may be filled by any voting member in good standing.  The Member at Large (waiting list) position has the duty to represent parents who have children currently on the waiting list.  The Member at Large (enrolled) position has the duty to represent members currently enrolled in the MCDC. 
 
If you are interested in running for one of these positions, please send a short bio of yourself and description your interest in serving on the Board to Brian Mulac (brian.mulac@nasa.gov). Please submit all bios by 8 a.m. Monday, May 2nd for distribution to the membership prior to the election.  We will then send out the list of candidates, including bios, for consideration by the membership.  Absentee voting will begin Monday, May 16 with the election on Tuesday, May 24 in Building TBD at 11:00A.M.  
 

If you do not have access to MSFC buildings and would like to attend the election, please contact Kelli Wright ( Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov ).

I encourage your participation in the election and hope that you will give serious thought to running for a position on the Board.
 
Thank you for your consideration and involvement.  
 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions.
 

Brian Mulac
President, MCDC Board of Directors

*Don’t forget about the opportunities to raise funds for MCDC.  Belk Charity Sale on April 30th and the benefit at Spirited Art on May 3rd.  Be sure to sign up online now!
 
 

From the Director…!


In concurrence of Marshall’s SHE (safety, health and environmental) Day this month, I would like to remind everyone of some steps we can all take to make MCDC the safest building on site!


Our building is a secure building and only those that have gone through security and administration have been granted access.  Each person who enters the building needs to badge in even if the door is already opened.  Please do not allow anyone to walk in behind you without badging in.  There is a number posted in the vestibule to call for access and one of us always has a phone with us if there is no one up front.

We have the side sensor on the front doors set so that the children are unable to open the front doors.  We do however, have to have the handicap button to open the door accessible.  Please do not allow or show the children how to use this button.  We do have children who will periodically run out of the classrooms or away from their parents, and we do not want them able to access the front parking lot without an adult.

I know that it is getting hot and will only get hotter, but we cannot have any vehicles running unattended in the parking lot.  You must turn off your vehicle before entering the building.  We also do not want any children unattended in vehicles.  I know it is so hard to bring in and out multiple children; or to bring your children back in when you forget something, but it is a very dangerous practice.  We will be happy to help if you need assistance.  Just let us know.

When picking your child up from the playground, you must enter through the back door of the classroom.  Do not prop the door open while waiting for your child.  Make sure the door closes completely behind you.  You will need to contact a teacher to let you back in the building.  This ensures that the teacher knows your child is leaving and that no other children enter the building with you.


It is imperative that your child is signed in when dropped off and signed out when picked up.  This should be the first thing you do.  We continue each week to have children who are not properly signed in and out.  This is the only documentation we have in the event of an emergency that verifies that your child is in attendance.


Our school rules still apply as long as you are in the building:  While inside the building we only use our walking feet.  Please discourage your children from running; especially away from you after you have signed them out.  “Use your walking feet inside” is a good phrase to use.

Corporal punishment is prohibited.  If you feel the need to spank your child, you must do so outside of our building. Parents are also prohibited from using any and all forms of physical and verbal abuse at MCDC, including without limitation, yelling, shouting, the use of profanity, name calling, shaming, making derogatory remarks to or about any child (including their own child), a child’s family or an MCDC staff member, and/or using language that threatens, humiliates, or frightens a child, a child’s family or an MCDC staff member.

To help prevent slips and trips, we require that your child wear closed toed shoes for outdoor play. I know some children love their sandals and flip flops in the summer, just make sure that they have appropriate shoes for outdoor play in their cubbies that they can change into.

Thank you so much for cooperating with us in making our school safe!

Kelli Wright, Director

Marshall Child Development Center

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
(256) 544-8609
May Events:

May 3rd=
Spirited Art Benefit 6pm (sign up online)

May 5th=
Mother’s Day Store


Board Meeting 11:30am


Staff Meeting 6pm

May 6th=
Muffins for Mom 6:45am-8:45am

May 8th=
Mother’s Day

May 9th-13th=
Staff Appreciation Week

May 11th=
Staff Luncheon (volunteers needed)

May 14th=
Workday 8am-12pm
May 17th-18th=
Campus Candid’s with Spoiled Rotten Photography

May 19th=
Board Meeting 11:30am


Graduation 5:30pm

May 24th=
Board Elections

May 30th=
Center Closed for Memorial Day
Coming Up in June:
Staff Meeting on the 7th
Father’s Day Store on the 16th
Donuts for Dad on the 17th
NASA in the Park on the 18th
Father’s Day on the 19th
Fourth of July Parade on the 29th
Hello from Infant A
April showers have our “Infant A” Flower Garden in full bloom with six beautiful buds.  We hope to spend a lot of time outside on buggy rides and blanket play.  Bubbles are a lot more fun outside.  Don’t forget to have hats and sunscreen for your child.


Art at table time will focus on flowers and flower colors.


Come by Moms on Friday, May 6th for “Muffins for Moms” and celebrate your day with us. Muffins will be available in the MCDC cafeteria from 6:45am-8:45am.  Stop by and fellowship or grab one for the road!

We hope our MCDC families will enjoy the first summer holiday and bring back family pictures for our language wall.  Have a fun Memorial Day!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Greetings from Infant B Beautiful Babies,


Theories of how children learn help us understand the complex nature of learning.  They also provide a framework for interpreting the child’s everyday behaviors.  For example, a child who wants to pull off her own socks is beginning to become independent and develop a sense of self.  If you can recognize the distinct patterns of learning, that relate to the child’s age group and development level, then you can support the child’s optimal level of accomplishment.  Remember small accomplishments involve most areas of the child’s development: physical, emotional, social, language, and intellectual.  These various area’s change rapidly and often overlap as the child grows.  Have a great month!
The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings! Dear Parents

Glad you have come this way,

We are thankful we have made it to May!

Hard to believe that time has flown so fast,

It seems like we still have our same supporting cast.

One little dancer, danced out of our troop, 

To join an older, more advanced group.

It’s hard when they leave us, 

They have grown in our heart,

But once they have gotten big and smart, 

It’s time for us to part.

We welcome a new trainee,

Fresh from being a baby,

A little girl and all the fun we’ll have,
Helping her to become a little lady.

We remind parents to check cubbies and stock clothes for the weather,

For when it gets hot and we play outside together.

Signing In and Out is important, the information we share,

It lets us know how many little dancers we have and we are more aware.

How many beds we have to fill,

Just in case we have a fire drill.

Now we’ll scamper for we have much to do.

Have a great month of May and Happy Mother’s Day too!

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Dear Parents,


We are enjoying the nice weather of spring.  We love the time we are having outside.  We hope the weather continues to be nice.  As always check your child’s cubby to make sure their clothes fit and are appropriate for the season.  


The creepers had a fun time at the Easter egg hunt.  I am sorry the weather was bad that day, but they had fun hunting inside.  I know the month of May will be very busy with the school year ending and all the graduating happenings.  


It is the start of the vacation season.  May also has a school holiday we will be celebrating, Memorial Day.  The creepers had a lot of fun during the week of the young child.  Thank you for all you do for our class!

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)

Things are starting to heat up!  Bring out the summer clothes, hats, and sunscreen!  If your child does not have sunscreen here already, please bring some in!  We ask that you please apply sunscreen to your children before they come to school.  We will apply sunscreen in the afternoons as well.


We want to say THANK YOU to the parents that came to the ice cream social and for the plants/flowers for our garden outside!


We will be focusing on lots of spring related themes for this month!


Our Mother’s Day Tea will be on Friday, May 6th! We want all of our Mom’s to be there so we can show them how special they are!  The party will start at 2:45.  We look forward to seeing you!

The Rockets (Toddler B)

Summer Fun!!! We are gearing up for a fun filled summer here at MCDC!! We have lots of fun summer themes planned to keep our kids busy all summer long.  Water wild fun, chair washing, wall painting with water, fence painting, pat and ball, and lots more.  Thank you for your ongoing cooperation.

Reminder:

The weather is getting nice.  Please check your child cubbies for the appropriate clothes.  Also, please make sure you have provided sunscreen for the hot months coming.  You will have to fill out a weekly sunscreen form or you can bring in a doctor’s note for sunscreen and it’s good for a year.

The Jungle Explorers (Explorer A)
Dear Parents,


What fun we had in the month of April!  We enjoyed learning about baby farm animals.  We made wooly lambs, stamped a whole barn yard, easel painted our favorite animal, and made chicks hatch.  The Week of the Young Child was extra exciting with a parade, bubbles, parachutes, and a picnic with you, the Trike-a-Thon, and having you come to the ice cream social, YUM!  We also learned about spring.  We planted seeds and made different kinds of flowers.


In May we will celebrate our Momma’s.  May 3rd is the Mother’s Day store.  Each item costs $2.  May 6th we will have a special tea for Mom at 2:45.  We will learn about bugs in May and rain/mud – so much fun!  


Remember we like to spend lots of time outside on these beautiful spring days.  Please sunscreen your child in the morning and we will reapply as needed.

Underwater Explorers (Explorer B)
Dear Parents,

April has come and gone and May is upon us already.  April was a busy month of farm animals and Week of the Young Child.  Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make the week a special one for your child.  Your child enjoyed sensory experiences, team art activities and even got to check out some science.  We explored many different “worlds” through books and had fun dancing and moving to music.  


May is a fun, colorful month filled with spring, flowers and insects.  We will also take the first week of May to focus on our moms and learn all about mommy!  Your child will explore the parts of a flower and get to experience real flowers as well as create flowers of their own.


As the weather is nicer we will be outside a lot more.  Please remember to bring your child a cup with water daily and provide sunscreen for your child.  Also, please make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing in their cubby!  Once again, thank you for all that you do!

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)

The recent change in the weather has been great!  We spent the mornings outside.  Since it will be nice, the children will watch butterflies, look at flowers, and look at the beautiful blue skies.  We want the children to be protected with sunscreen.  If parents could apply sunscreen in the mornings before bringing their children to school, we can apply it in the afternoon.  Our themes and letter of the month are flowers, mother and the letter Ss; Baby Animals and Tt; Butterflies and Uu; Plants and Seeds and Vv; and Author Eric Carle and Ww.  We will concentrate on a variety of activities including sequencing of events.
Parent reminders:  Please make sure your child has an adequate supply of weather appropriate extra clothing and tennis shoes.  Sandals and flip-flops are a tripping hazard and are not recommended for running and playing outside.


Up-coming events:

May 5th-Mother’s Day store

May 6th-Muffins for Mom (located in the cafeteria in the morning)

May 6th- Mother’s Day celebration in the classroom.  We hope to see all of our mothers!

May 30th-MCDC is closed for Memorial Day

Thank you for all support and participation!
The Teddy Bears (Pre-B)
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 As we find ourselves in the final month of spring, we are thankful for the families that have done outstanding volunteer work and supported Pre B in many ways! We would like to thank you all for joining us and helping to create the wonderful dynamic we are fortunate to experience here.  

Here is a very special thank you to the parents that volunteered during “The Week of the Young Child.”

We will be completing our first official school year after Pre K’s Graduation on May 19th, and transitioning into the summer program. Our days will maintain much of the same structure and free exploration you expect for your child and we plan on taking advantage of the summer weather by spending more time outdoors and bringing the classroom out of the building at every opportunity. 

The curriculum for the month will revolve around finishing our unit on growing, and enhancing our memory and recall skills by revisiting much of what we have learned and done this school year. This will be a great time to see what resonated with each student, who they favored spending time with, what were their most liked activities and explore life outside. We will be learning about insects and then begin our journey into sea life.

We will be offering parent-teacher conferences at the end of the month and first of June. They are optional but can be fun and informative :) Look for a signup sheet at sign-in. 

Also, we will be hosting a “Summer Social” the last Friday in May.  Please come and celebrate the end of the school year! 

Don’t forget: PLAY OUTSIDE! 
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 Summer Weather 

Please make sure your child comes to school with a brimmed hat, sunscreen applied in the morning, sunglasses and a water container. We play outside every day!
Reminders for May:

Mother’s Day Store 

May 5
Spirited Art


May 3

Muffins for Mom

May 6

Staff Appreciation

May 9-13

Staff Luncheon 

May 11

Campus Candid Photo Shots 
May 17-18

Graduation


May 19

Board Election


May 24

CDC Closed


May 30

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
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Dear Parents,


Wow! This year has gone by so fast! It’s hard to believe that we are only a few short weeks away from graduation.


Our summer program will begin next month. That means being outside more and less inside time. We will still have theme related activities and lots of fun outside activities which includes water play.


We desperately need some fun water play toys. If you can donate some or at least one fun activity, we (all preschool teachers) are very grateful.


Our graduation program will be on Thursday, May 19th at the Activities building, where we have the Fall Festival. Details about the time, the dress code for the children, etc. will be posted as the time gets closer.



The children have started to learn the songs with the music teacher and also with us (their teachers). We will be sending the words to each song home with your child, please help your child learn the words to each song. The songs are: The Graduation Song, Tomorrow, and I Believe I Can Fly.


This month our themes are Mother’s Day, Gardens and Plants, Graduation, Frogs and Toads and Insects/ Bugs. The letters we will be reviewing are I & J, K & L, M &N, O &P, and Q &R.


The last Parent/Teachers Conference will be the week of May 23rd-27th. We will post a sign-up sheet beforehand.


Thank you for making the Week of the Young Child a success. Thank you for participating in The Family Picnic, Trike-A-Thon, Reading stories to the class, sharing your musical talent through instruments and our Ice Cream Social. It was all about the children and they had a blast!


We have two friends celebrating birthdays in May.

May Events:

May 5th ---Mother’s Day Store

May 3rd---Spirited Art

May 6th---Muffin for Mom

May 9th-13th---Teacher’s Appreciation Week

May 9th---Staff Luncheon

May 17th-18th---Campus Candid’s with Melissa Tash

May 19th---Pre-k A Graduation

May 30th---MCDC Closed/ Memorial Day

Thank you again for your continued participation and support in our classroom activities.
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