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[image: image1.png]ALAA

[ ]

ﬂlee

[ — ]
-y ) T Gy

1l

Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow




[image: image3.png]



From The Board of Directors…!


Please join us in thanking our outgoing Registrar, Morgan A., for her time serving on the Board of Directors!  The job of registrar is very time consuming and we appreciate her dedication to MCDC.

We are honored to once again be asked to participate in NASA Day in the Park on Saturday June 18th.  We hope you all will join us for the parade at 10:45am!  Alumni, family and friends are invited to participate!


Thank you so much to those that were able to volunteer for Staff Appreciation Week last month.  We had around forty of our families represented for the staff luncheon!


We have taken the parent surveys, complied the results and are working on responses to the comments and questions.  These will be shared with the membership and we are planning an open forum for anyone who would like to discuss anything further.

Have a great month!
 
 

From the Director…!

· NASA Day in the Park
· Donuts for Dad

· Father’s Day Store

· Fourth of July Parade

Join us on Saturday June 18th from 10am-3pm on the east side of Big Spring Park for NASA Day in the Park.  We have been asked to lead a parade at 10:45am!!  We will be lining up at 10:30am near the bridge close to Huntsville Utilities.  Maps will be provided.  We will end the parade with the children singing “She’s A Grand Old Flag” in front of the stage. (those who would like to participate)  MCDC will also have an area by the Education Tent with fun activities, drinks and snacks.  There are several events going on downtown that same day, so make sure you plan enough time to park and make it to the parade.  Please contact me if your family can join us!

We will have Donuts for Dad the morning of June 17th from 6:45am-8:45am.  Dads, stop by the front lobby and enough a donut!  We appreciate everything you do for your children!

Explorers and Preschoolers will be participating in our Father’s Day Store on Thursday June 16th.  Each gift is $2.00.  There will be envelopes provided in your child’s classroom for payment.  Please list on the envelope your child’s name and who they will be purchasing gifts for.

Our Annual MCDC Fourth of July Parade will be the morning of June 29th at 9:30am.  We will start lining up for the parade at 9:15am.  If you plan on participating in the parade with your child, make sure you are here at 9:15am.  We will need to front parking lot clear by 9:00am.  Please make plans to drop your child off before 9:00am that morning.  Invite your co-workers, friends and family to come cheer us on!
I am looking forward to a fun month!!

Kelli Wright, Director

Marshall Child Development Center

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
(256) 544-8609
June Events:

June 3rd=
Baby Shower for Sausha; 12:30pm-2:30pm MCDC Library

June 7th=
Staff Meeting 6pm

June 16th=
Father’s Day Store

June 17th=
Donuts for Dad

June 17th
Wedding Shower for Charity; 12:30pm-2:30pm MCDC Library

June 18th=
NASA in the Park 10am-3pm; Children’s Parade at 10:45am

June 19th=
Father’s Day

June 29th=
Fourth of July Parade 9:15am

Coming Up in July:
Center closed on the 4th
Staff Meeting on the 7th
Hello from Infant A
June is “Busting out all over!” in Infant A.  We are sad to see several families “bust out” to the creeper rooms.  However, we are happy to welcome our new families to our room.

Our water “splash play” on the playground will help us stay cool this June, as well as give the infants a chance to see all kinds of objects that float.
The color emphasis for art time will be blue and orange, using play-doh, paints, and markers.

Fathers, don’t forget to come and join us for “Donuts for Dad’ on Friday June 17th.  Stop by the front lobby to enjoy and donut!

Dads, Enjoy Your Day!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Greetings from Infant B Beautiful Babies!  Infants learn through their senses.  The child psychologist Jean Piaget labeled the first two years the sensory-motor stage.  Children at this age use their senses and physical abilities to understand the world.  They learn by moving objects and by examining their shapes.  An important development for infants in the first months, the child thinks an object exists because he believes the object no longer exists.  The child searches under the cloth for the toy.  Object permanence helps children adjust to separation.  It also forms the foundation for later learning about symbols in reading and mathematics.
Happy Father’s Day to our dads this month!  Enjoy a donut on the 17th in the front lobby!

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings to all from the Jammin Crew
Our numbers have changed, we’ll give you a clue

The older ones left us, grew up and away

They joined the Toddlers, it was a sad day

The left us slowly one by one

To be more challenged and have more fun

They are toddlers now but we love them still

Their places in our hearts very hard to fill.

Now we have new little ones to love, hug, and feed

We will lovingly fulfill every one of their needs

New parents to lead, listen and guide

Come on in, our arms are open wide.

You give us your little ones, we’ll give them our best

We’ll follow their lead then figure out the rest

One birthday in June, our little one will be one

Birthday Party! Oh What Fun!

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
We want to take a moment and thank all of our parents for your kind words, food and all the love shown to us on Teacher Appreciation Week!

Summer is underway the children have grown tremendously in their social and emotional skills.  The children have put forth a lot of effort with learning how to crawl and some have learned to walk!  We know this is an exciting for you, the children and us!

For the month of June, we will be talking about mixing different colors together to see what it will make and dancing with colorful scarves.  We will also be making hand print flowers and reading books about flowers.  In addition to that we will be taking nature walks and riding in the wagon outside.  We are going to take advantage of the nice warm weather outside, preferably in the morning when it is not so hot for the children.  Some of the outside activities will include water play, blowing bubbles, and bubble paint.  Don’t forget to send your child to school in clothes you don’t mind getting dirty.  Please also make sure your child has a pair of shoes.  If you would like sunscreen to be applied to your child, be sure to fill out a medication form weekly.  These are located at the front desk and can also be found on our website.  If you have a doctor’s note for sunscreen, make sure it hasn’t expired.  The doctor notes are good for a year.  You are more than welcome to apply sunscreen to your child each morning at home.  This will allow us to get outside sooner
 in the mornings.  We will reapply in the afternoons.
To all the Dads, Happy Father’s Day!!

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)

Summer time here we come!

Splish Splash: 

We will have water play every Wednesday beginning June 8th through July 27th, from 9am-10am.  Parents, please bring your child fully dressed for water play.  Please have on sunscreen and water shoes.  Bring a towel and change of clothes.  And please, no little swimmers. (
Reminder:

Please apply sunscreen in the morning before school.  As the days get hotter, we go outside right after breakfast before it gets too hot.  We will reapply sunscreen in the afternoons.  We would greatly appreciate it!

Father’s Day:

A day with our Dads!  We will celebrate our Dads on June 17th at 2:45pm to show them how much we appreciate them.

Theme:

June is a fun moth because we begin water play and the kids love to splash, splash, and splash!  We will be focusing on under the sea, sea animals, things we do at the beach and talking about our Dads and how great they are!
Farewell/Welcome:

We are losing some of our busy bees.  They are moving on to explore new things.  They will be missed!  We would like to welcome all of our new busy bees to the bee hive!

Thank you:

Thanks to all of our wonderful parents for making Teacher Appreciation a great week!  We love what we do; taking care and teaching your little ones!

The Rockets (Toddler B)
Hello from Toddler B!  Our fantastic water play days are just around the corner.  We would like to ask our parents to please bring your child dressed in his or her swimsuit or water play outfit and swim shoes.  Please also apply sunscreen before coming to school.  These dates will be provided in the classroom closer to time.  We would also like to ask our parents to bring your child a towel and change of clothes and shoes for the rest of the day after water play.
Calling All Dads!!  Father’s day is soon! We would love for all who can to come and join us for our Father’s Day party on June 17th.  This event will be posted in our classroom closer to time.
We had to say goodbye to some of our students who have moved up to the Explorer’s classroom.  We are sad to see them leave but we know that they are ready.  We would like to welcome a few new students to our classroom who have joined us from the creeper room!  We are excited for another great month of growing and learning!

The Jungle Explorers (Explorer A)
Dear Parents,


What a busy May we had!  We enjoyed learning about plants, planting seeds and then giving them to our mothers.  We were so happy our mothers were able to come to our tea!


We had so much fun learning about all kinds of bugs!  Our salt and watercolor butterflies were fun to make.  Digging for spaghetti worms was fun.  Watching gummy worms dance in vinegar was interesting.


In June we will celebrate our dads.  On June 16th, we will have a store.  Items will cost $2.00 per item.  We will have a party for our dads at 2:45pm on June 17th.  Water play will start on June 7th and last until July 26th.  Your child will need to come in their swimsuit with their sunscreen already applied.  They will need to wear water shoes. They will need to bring a towel with their name on it and clothes to change into after water play.  We will have so much fun!  June 29th, we will have our 4th of July Parade.


Every day the children need a water cup.  Please put sunscreen on your child each morning.  Please check your child’s cubby for weather appropriate clothes.



Thank you!

Underwater Explorers (Explorer B)

Well, June is here!  We had a great month in May.  We said good-bye to some of our friends that moved up to Pre C and welcomed new friends!  We are excited to have our new friends.  Now that we are getting into warmer weather make sure that your child has extra weather appropriate clothes in their cubbies. We also ask that you bring a cup and water to leave for the kids to have during the day.  We will be starting water play June 7th-July 26th on every Tuesday.  We will have permission slips for every child before we start.

We will begin June with learning about Ladybugs, Bees and Other Insects.  We will learn how they will fly and the many different colors of bugs.  Next, we will go into Father’s Day Week.  Our Father’s Day store will be on June 16th so be sure to bring $2.00 for your child to purchase a gift for Dad.  The Donuts for Dad will be the morning of June 17th.  Dads, be sure to get a donut in the front lobby that morning!  Our classroom will be having a Father’s Day party on June 17th at 2:45pm.  We will be having hotdogs and floats!  Looking forward to seeing all the dads at the party!  The last two weeks will be Eric Carle and Fourth of July activities.  First, we will learn/read all about Eric Carle books.  We will also do some Eric Carle artwork.  Then we will be celebrating Fourth of July week the last week of June.  Our Fourth of July parade will be July 29th.  We are so excited about all the events and activities in June!  We hope everyone has a great month!

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)


It’s time to start having some summertime fun!  We will be participating in Water Play activities each Thursday (weather permitting) starting June 2nd.  It would be extremely helpful for the children to be dressed in their swimsuits under their clothes and sunscreen applied before coming to school.  Each child will need their own towel and must have proper water shoes to participate.  We will continue to utilize the Library and Multi-purpose room for activities to help keep us out of the heat.  

Our themes/letters of the week for this month will be; Transportation “Xx”, All About Dads “Yy”, Vacation “Zz” and Author Marcus Pfister “Aa”.  Our focus this month will be working and rotating play in small groups.  We will practice small/fine motor skills and activities.


We are in need of new beans for our sensory table; please have your child bring in one small bag of dried beans (any variety).  By bringing in their own and adding them into the table, it gives them a sense of ownership and encourages them to keep the beans in the table during play. (

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement.  If you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to let us know.

The Teddy Bears (Pre-B)
June’s Newsletter

Pre School B
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CLassroom

During our study about “The Ocean,” we will learn about the animals that live in the ocean, the concept of sink and float, continue to work on letter identification and sounds, and work on their ocean book. Some of our planned activities found on the lesson are: 

• Adding water and floating fish and poles to sensory table. 

• Adding seashells to play dough to discuss new textures and increase vocabulary.

 • Illustrating in our journals the ocean and the many creatures that live there.
• Using ocean animal and sea shell counters to make patterns and count in sequential order. 

We will spend some time looking at water, touching water, tasting water and seeing objects floating on water. Fun and exciting :)! We also create some nice art using water colors on salt, which created some beautiful patterns. During the next few weeks we will continue exploring this unit by experimenting and experiencing the properties of water and learning more about the creatures that live in the ocean.

They will paint the ocean to prepare the lay out for a colorful array of fish and other creatures. There will be fish and sea life created by using a variety of art materials including paint, glitter and paper plates. They will weigh, measure and place stones in the water. They will also work together on some water spray art. We hope this will be interesting and fun for all of our preschoolers. 

Parents
We are excited about our new classmates from Pre C joining us over the next few months. We will be planning our water play activities that will begin in June. Our water play date will begin on Thursday, June 9, 2016. Children should arrive in swimsuits and water shoes. We will not be able to dress your child for this activity. We will change them after water play. Have a full set of clothing including shoes and towels. Remember sunscreen is to be applied before arrival in the morning. We will reapply after naptime.

Donations

We are in need of beach balls, sprinkler for water play and any water play toys that will make our playtime fun!
News Article
Five Facts Every Family Should Know

1. All behavior is a form of communication.
Everybody communicates through behavior. An infant may cry when she is hungry or wet, just like an adult may yawn when he is bored at work. Adults and children are communicating something through their behavior during every moment in every day, even if they are not aware of it. A child's problematic or inappropriate behavior is a sign that he is upset and that something is not right.

2. There is always a reason for problem behavior.
Children sometimes have trouble communicating, because they may not know the words to describe how they are feeling or what to do in a difficult situation. At these times, children may act out their feelings or needs. Thus children engage in challenging behavior for a reason. The purpose may be getting someone's attention, stopping an activity they don’t like, or gaining sensory pleasure — but there is always a reason behind the behavior.

3. There can be many reasons behind one specific behavior.
Children with challenging behavior are sending adults the message that something is not right or that their needs are not being met. There could be many reasons for a single behavior, such as being hungry, scared, hurt, tired, bored, wet, sad or angry. Some children have a hard time knowing how to tell adults they are angry, so they act out in ways that get them into trouble. Other children may engage in behavior that seems destructive, because they enjoy the physical sensation, for example punching things or pulling threads from clothing. Sometimes children feel unsafe or out of control, so they take inappropriate action over the things they do control, like being able to kick or hurt someone. A child who has tried several times to communicate to adults about what he needs, but whose needs remain unmet, will often use problem behavior as a way of sending a very loud message.

4. Adults can learn to understand and interpret children's challenging behavior.
Since children often use their behavior to tell us what they need, adults can help the child by figuring out the meaning behind the child's behavior. All children, but especially those who display challenging behavior, need the consistency of a reliable and loving adult who will provide support and guidance, especially during difficult times. Just as it is important to find meaning in children's behavior, it is equally important for adults to be aware of the meaning in their own behavior. Children learn a lot through the messages that adults send everyday.*

5. Children's challenging behavior can be reduced with support, not punishment.
Once adults understand what children are communicating through their behavior, they can respond better. When children feel respected and have their needs met, there is no longer a reason to use challenging behavior to communicate. Yelling at or punishing a child for a behavior may stop the behavior for the moment, but it does not give the child support or provide alternate ways to act in difficult situations. When adults use punishment, they are sending the message that anger is a good way to solve problems. When adults help children find positive ways to communicate their needs to others, children learn important social and problem-solving skills that will help them throughout their life.**

* For more information on sending positive messages through behavior, read the PBS Parents article onEveryday Ways to Teach Children About Respect.
**For more ideas on teaching children to deal with difficult emotions, read Mister Rogers' article on Mad Feelings.

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parent,

We are almost half way through the calendar year and we ended our school year last month.  Summer is here!  The children are excited because some families are planning trips for summer vacation.


Last month we celebrated Mothers, Teachers and had our Graduation Program.  What a full month!  We even had our final parent/teacher conferences.  We said good-bye to two of our friends last month.  We will have 3 more friends joining us from Pre B.  We welcome our new families!

We will begin water play this month, beginning on Thursday June 2nd.


Pre A and Pre C will have water play together on Thursdays and ending with the last Thursday in July.  You must sign a permission slip for your child to participate.  We ask that you apply sunscreen on your child in the mornings before bringing them in for water play.  They should also come in already dressed, with a towel and a change of clothes and shoes.


Mrs. Jennifer should be back this month, after having to recoup from surgery done in May.

The themes for this month are Space, Father’s Day, Planets and the 4th of July.

June Events

June 16th—Father’s Day Store

June 17th—Donuts for Dad

June 18th—NASA Day in the Park

June 29th—Fourth of July Parade

We hope to have a fun summer!  Thank you for your participation and support.
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