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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Director…!


The beginning of a new year always fills me with renewed energy!  Oh the possibilities of new opportunities, activities and growth!  2016 is going to be a terrific year for MCDC!  We are always looking for ways to improve and make your daily experience with MCDC even better.  In an effort to do that, we will be sending out a survey for you to complete on the center, the director, the board of directors, and each teacher that you had in 2015.  It is extremely important to us to get your feedback.  Please take the time to fill out this survey and return either via email or to the red box located on the parent table in the front office.  These surveys are meant to be anonymous, so you do not have to put your name on them.

I am excited to have Kendall H. joining us again to conduct a parent workshop on January 15th at 11:30am in the MCDC library.  Kendall will be talking about the importance of creating schedules and routines with young children and giving you some great tips.  I hope that you can make plans to attend!  Feel free to bring your lunch!


I am also very excited about a training the staff will be participating in this month.  Every staff member will be trained in Applied Behavior Analysis.  What is ABA? A multi-method strategy to increase desirable behavior and decrease undesirable behavior through:

· Observation of behavior

· Identification of target behavior

· Identification of possible causes for behavior

· Selection of behavior treatments

· Implementation of treatments

· Evaluation of treatment effectiveness

We as a center, want to learn the best strategies to teach children desired behaviors and be consistent from classroom to classroom.  This training will be conducted by a Behavior Specialist that has been working with a few of our classrooms.  This will help all of the children to be as successful as they can as independent, capable adults!

Reminder: Tuition rates will be changing on Monday January 4th.  The new rates are as follows:

· Infants $218

· Creepers $211

· Toddlers $204

· Explorers $201

· Preschool C $196

· Preschool A & B $195

These new rates can also be found on our website https://mcdc.msfc.nasa.gov/
You will also find a tuition calendar that is a great tool to help you keep up with your tuition payments.


Another helpful tool on our website is a Tentative Yearly Calendar.  This lists all of the activities that we have planned for the year.  Some dates are subject to change, but typically they stay the same.  Go ahead and put those events important to you on your calendar!  You will find this on the home page.

I will be sending out end of the year statements for you to use for your taxes the first week in January.  If you need yours before then, please let me know.


Have a safe and wonderful start to the New Year!!


Kelli Wright, Director

Upcoming Events:

January 1st=
Center Closed for New Year’s Day

January 14th=
Board Meeting 11:30am

January 15th=
Parent Workshop; Creating Schedules and Routines 11:30am, MCDC Library
January 18th=
Center Closed for Martin Luther King Jr Day

January 23rd=
Staff Applied Behavior Analysis Training 8:30am12:30pm

January 28th=
Board Meeting 11:30am

Coming Up in February:
Class Pictures on the 3rd
Staff Meeting on the 9th
Board Meetings on the 11th & 25th
Center Closed on the 15th for President’s Day

Hello from Infant A
A “Happy New Year” to all our MCDC parents. We want to say a special thank you for all the pictures, cards, presents, and goodies during the Holidays. Thank you for making our Infant room holidays special. We are excited about this New Year, hoping it will be the best year ever for MCDC and Infant “A.” Happy New Year!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Cognitive development involves the way children think, develop understandings about the world, and use what they learn to reason and solve problems. Infants use all of their senses and motor skills actively to construct their own understanding about people and objects in their environment. Young infants are experiencing everything for the first time and are trying to make sense of their world. Their ability to focus on and explore objects increases as their vision and grasp develops. As infants are able to sit up, reach for toys, and explore things with their hands and mouth, they experiment with such properties as soft and hard, smooth and rough, heavy and light, big and little. When they consistently experience predictable routines, young infants learn to anticipate events. For example, an infant who is crying because he is wet might stop crying when he or she sees you pick up a diaper. Infants also learn that they can control their environments. When they intentionally try to repeat something interesting that they originally did unintentionally. Cognitive games can be fun. For example, “Peek-a- Boo” is a great simple game that encourages cognitive skills. Have a great month. 

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings from the Jammin’ Crew. It’s another New Year, and lots of fun things to do. The holidays are behind us, lots of gifts, celebrations and fun. Time for settling in once the traveling is done. We have a few more additions to our dancing group. Two have outgrown us and flown to perch on the toddler’s stoop. The two we have gained are in training till they can get their dancing groove. That does not stop them from a waist up move. We learn about “up,” “down,” colors and managing our mood. To pulling up, clapping, and eating table food. Lots of things to learn as we grow and play. That’s why teachers and students are worn out at the end of each day. Thanks to you parents, we owe it to you for supplementing at home, all that we do. We will close now have a Happy New Year. May it be filled with goodness and lots of cheer!  

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Happy New Year from Creeper B, 


We have had a wonderful 2015 and are looking forward to 2016. I hope everyone had a good holiday season. We will be working on weather stuff for the month of January. We will do a lot of art in weather. As everyone knows weather in Alabama can be fickle. So the best thing to do is dress in layers so we can adjust to the weather. We will try to go on more buggy rides when the weather permits. Also, check to make sure that your child has at least 3 sets of clean clothes. If we can answer any questions feel free to call us at any time.

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)

Happy New Year! First, we want to thank our parents who brought in goodies for our holiday party. We hope that everyone loved their holiday gifts that the children made. We are so excited about the New Year and all of the fun crafts and activities we have going on! January is all about WINTER! We are going to be talking about snowflakes, snowmen, and winter clothes! Make sure that your child has a heavy coat, mittens, and a hat in their cubby. We know that it is going to be a great year!

The Rockets (Toddler B)

The month of December was very exciting and colorful. We explored how reindeer move in their habitat and surroundings, and we had fun with the colors red, green, and white. We learned through singing different songs from around the world and exploring books about the holidays. We especially thank our parents for attending our holiday party. It was a big hit! We had a great time. It’s always good when we can all mingle, teachers and parents together. The month of January we will be learning about the weather, animals in their different environments, discovering the past and with dinosaurs, and how things are different today. Please remember to change your child’s clothing in their cubbies to match the weather outside. Please feel free to contact your child’s teachers if you have any questions or concerns. We would like to welcome our new teacher to her new home away from home.

The Safari Explorers (EA)
Dear parents,

We hope you enjoyed your holiday time with family and friends. We want to thank you for all you did to make our holiday party a success. Thank you for your kind gifts. We enjoyed making marble art candy canes, handprint Santa’s, and stockings with glitter and cotton balls. In January, we will have New Year’s Day and MLK day off. We will learn about snowflakes, winter, polar animals, and snowmen. It will be so much fun!

Underwater Explorers (EB)

It is so hard to believe that 2016 is already here! 2015 has come and gone and we have enjoyed so many new experiences with your child throughout the year. They continue to astound, amaze and keep us laughing and on the go. December was a fun month filled with sights, sounds, and smells of the holidays. Your child had many different hands on experiences and created many different art pieces for you and for the classroom. We felt that our holiday party and our gift exchange was a huge success thanks to the wonderful parents our children have. As we leave behind the sparkles, peppermint, and gingerbread we will enter a world filled with snow, snowflakes and snowmen. Although snow can be rare around here, we hope to create a world of snow for your children to create and explore in. We will enjoy sensory experiences with snow and cold and will create wonderful snowy masterpieces for all to enjoy. Thank you as always for all you do and all of the support you give to us as teachers! Don’t forget to bring your child a jacket for cold days (we are outside daily) and a cup with water for the day! 
“Remember, you are making mistakes you are making new things, trying new things, learning, living, pushing yourself, changing yourself, changing your world.” –Neil Gaiman

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)

 Happy New Year! We hope everyone had a very safe and joyous holiday. We would like to sincerely thank you for the thoughtful and generous gifts we received. We truly appreciate your support and cooperation all through the year. Our theme/letters of the month are snow people/Cc, the works of author Jan Brett/Dd, the works of Ezra Jack Keats/Ee, and Penguins/Ff. We will be getting back to the routine. We will focus our attention on welcoming the new students, small group activities, and practicing our listening/following directions skills. Please make sure your child has weather appropriate clothing at school at all times. At least one change of clothes is necessary as well as gloves and a hat. Weather permitting; we will go outside even if it is only for a few minutes. The file box by the sign in sheet will have important papers. Please check them daily. Thank you for your continued support. If you have any questions/concerns about your child don’t hesitate to let us know.   

The Teddy Bears (Pre-B)
January Song

 (To the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”)

January has begun!

 Now it’s time for winter fun!

 Put some warm socks on your toes!

Feel the snowflakes on your nose!

Celebrate the brand new year!

Wintertime is finally here!

Happy New Year everyone! It’s great to see everyone back with smiles on their faces. I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and refreshing break. I know that we enjoyed our time off and time that we shared with our families.

PARENTS 
When we think of January and what it brings, we usually think of resolutions. Most of us probably will set a resolution for this year, but consider taking one more. Our children are important and sometimes as parents we find it easier to do things for them, but by doing this we aren’t allowing them to grow. Empower your child by allowing him/her a choice and a chance. Let them learn to make their own decisions when appropriate and learn to trust their feelings. Let them become more independent by walking to their classroom and saying good bye at the sign in/out table.  Allow them the space to grow and socialize without you. Allow them to carry on conversations with their peers and other adults without correcting them. You’d be surprise at how much they can do. It is easy for us as parents to want to do everything for them, but truth is this is not helping them to grow and become independent. You are probably saying, my child is only 3.5 or 4.0 years old but either way if we want them to be successful as they grow, we must allow these opportunities now. Taking risk is the number one condition for building positive self-esteem. This is easier for some than others. You will see your child do things that you never imagined they could do on their own. Give it a try.

PARENT HANDBOOK REVIEW 
We are asking for updated numbers to contact you. Many of the numbers on the phone log are incorrect. Please take time and check to see if we have the correct number to contact you.

Jackets are needed for your child. We are out when it is nice and warm but usually in the evenings it turns cool. We do stay outside for extended amounts of times.

 FROM YOUR TEACHER 
Thank you for the wonderful gifts and words of encouragement as well as support. Thank you!  We will be teaching about snowmen, penguins, snowflakes and holiday nutrition during the month of January. Thank you for our beautiful holiday trees, the children really enjoyed making them and sharing their family experiences making the trees.  Thank you for the opportunity to get to know and work with your child!

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)

         We hope that everyone enjoyed and had a good holiday season! Again, we want to say thank you to everyone who gave us gifts. You are very thoughtful and kind.

         We are beginning a new year this month. Wow! The time has gone by fast. We will concentrate on getting ready for kindergarten. That means that we will get back to learning the letters by recognition and sounds.

          The themes for this month are: Dinosaurs (2 weeks) and Polar Regions (Arctic) (2 weeks). We will also celebrate the 100th day of school, something we have been looking forward to all year. Details will be given later.

          The letters we will cover are H, P, R, and F. We will also continue learning the numbers, colors and shapes.

          Please remember that we also go outside when it’s cold and as often as the weather permits, therefore, your child needs to have a warm coat, a hat and mittens/gloves to help keep them warm.

          We will have a sign-up sheet for Parent/Teachers Conferences at the end of this month. This conference is optional unless we request to meet with you. We will let you know if we feel a conference is necessary at this time. The conferences will be held in February.
           Last month we said sad goodbyes to Braden and his family and we also welcomed Henry and his family. We are sad to see Braden leave us; we’re happy to have Henry in our class.

            Please remember to leave a change of clothing (weather appropriate) in your child’s cubby and be sure to carry nap items home for washing on Fridays and return them on your child’s first school day for the week.

January Birthdays- (2) 1 student and 1 teacher

Calendar of events: 

*January 1st-New Year’s Day- Center is closed
*100th day celebration- to be announced
*January 18th- Center is closed – Observance of Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday

We’re looking forward to another great month! Have a Happy 2016!  Thank you for your support!
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