Marshall Child Development Center 

September Newsletter 2019
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors….!

We had a blast at our air conditioned Anniversary Picnic last Friday celebrating MCDC as well as our community-funded outdoor classrooms! Below is a picture of Roy Malone (Director of Center Operations at MCDC), Vicky Garcia, Cecilia Finn, and two of our wonderful children cutting a ribbon symbolizing the wonderful work the community has done for MCDC. Have you taken a look at our outdoor stations lately? Next time you drop off your children, please take some time to look at the fantastic boards on the music walls that show your kids’ finger/hand/footprints and see what is growing in the garden beds!
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A friendly reminder that September is our renewal month for MCDC registration and membership fees, our only two yearly fees. Please keep an eye out for an email to fill out an updated form. 

From the Director….!
We had so much fun at our annual Anniversary Picnic!  Thank you so much to those that were able to attend.  29 years as a parent run center is something to celebrate!!  I am already looking forward to planning an even bigger event to celebrate year 30!!

VERY IMPORTANT!!  PLEASE READ!

We are still having to track down parents every week to complete the sign in/out sheets.  I cannot express enough how important it is that your child is signed in and out every day.  This is our ONLY record that your child is in attendance.  In the event of a fire drill or other emergency; this is how we take accountability for everyone.  If your child is not signed in, it could have tragic consequences.

The very first thing you should do in the morning when dropping off your child is sign in.  The very first thing you should do in the afternoon when picking up, is sign your child out.  We may have to start charging money for missed signatures. ;) 
Be on the lookout next week for an email about our annual Membership Drive.  Each enrolled family is required to pay a $35 registration fee per child and a $75.00 membership fee per family each year in September.  You will also be required to fill out an updated Membership Form.  These fees will be due by the end of September.

We have had a lot of transitions this past month.  Children moving on to Kindergarten and children promoting to the next classrooms!  I hope everyone is settling in well.  You will have 2 parent/teacher conferences in each classroom where your child is enrolled.  However, please do not hesitate to request a conference at any time! Good communication between teacher and parent is a must for your child’s success.  We want to hear from you!

Have a great month!!

Kelli Wright Director

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
256-544-8607 (direct)

256-544-8609 (main)
Upcoming Events:
September 2nd=
Center Closed for Labor Day
September 18th=
Board Meeting

Coming Up in October:
Board Meetings on the 2nd, 16th, & 30th
CPR/First Aid for staff on the 5th & 26th
Kelli out of the office the 7th-11th
Cecilia out of the office the 11th-17th
Center Closed on the 14th for Columbus Day

Class Pictures on the 16th
Fall Festival on the 25th 
Hello from (Infant A)
With common materials, you can give young infants the kinds of experiences that nuture an interest in exploring and experimenting.  All the sensory experiences you offer are a foundation for later art experiences.  Place some fabric scraps with in their reach, such as swatches of flannel, corduroy, satin, silk, netting, fleece, etc…  Once infants are able to sit, they enjoy playing with various types of nontoxic papers they can crumple, tear, shred, and wave in the air.  
We welcome a new little one with their family to the room this month!

Enjoy your day off on September 2nd!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
The days are sailing away with sweetness.  We are finally developing a new crew.
New textures and sensations are great techniques for introducing and understanding the world.

Here is an easy activity you can use as your child begins to explore by exploring various properties of objects and how they feel to touch.

Learning to feel different sensations of touch is a precursor to the child’s future understanding of difference materials in the environment.  Various textured materials such as fur, towels, feathers, silk, leather, wool, lace, embroidery, cotton and burlap.

This activity can be done anytime the child is alert and ready to learn.

Gently stroke the child’s legs, stomach, face, arms and back with materials of these varying textures.  Use words to describe the textures such as hard or soft.

Have a great month!!

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
This month we will be learning about Five Senses, Good Hygiene, Balls, and Body Parts.

At Home Activities:

-Talk about the five senses

-Let your child hold their toothbrush and brush their teeth

-Roll a ball back and fourth

-Sing songs; If your happy and you know it and Head, shoulders, knees and toes.

Good Hygiene:

-Wash hands with antibacterial soap

-Bathe daily

-Keep fingernails well-trimmed and clean

-Delicately and gently clean ears

-Keep nose unclogged

-Use a washcloth to clean eyes

-Keep diaper area clean and dry

-Regularly clean toys

-Sanitize your home

Reminders:

-Sign your child in and out each day

-Check your child’s daily sheet

-Make sure everything is labeled

Important Dates:

We will be closed Monday September 2nd 

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
August was fun, but it’s time to cheer because the great season of fall is near!  September is going to be a busy month for our sweet owls!  Many milestones have been met—such as crawling, walking and drinking from a cup.  I’m sure many more are to come!  

As the weather cools off, we plan to spend more time exploring outside.  So make sure to bring in sunscreen and doctor’s notes.  It’s going to be a hoot!!

This month we will be learning all about our body parts, shapes, the fall season, and celebrating our wonderful grandparents!  If you could bring in a family photo that includes your child’s grandparents that would be great!
Reminder:  Please make sure to leave signed incident reports with us.  We will make you a copy to take home after it has been signed.

Important Dates:

9/2
Labor Day

9/8
Grandparents Day

9/23
First day of Fall 
The Busy Bees (Toddler A)
Greetings Toddler A family!

We have had several new faces lately so Toddler A is going to do an All About Me week. 

Parents can make an All about Me sheet. This can include but not limited to: picture of the child, pictures of parents, siblings, pets, kids favorite food, favorite toy, etc. If you wish to see examples just let one of us know. We would need them turned in before September 2nd!

I don’t know about you guys, but I’m ready for cooler weather. Fall is approaching, believe it or not. 

In celebration of fall, we will also be talking about leaves and apples this month!

Also, don’t forget to check your child’s cubby and make sure they have a complete set of extra weather appropriate clothes. 

Thank you!

-Toddler A

Moving Monsters (Toddler B)
What we will be learning
This month we will be exploring our animals and their different habitats.  We will be discussing jungles, farms, woodlands, and the artic.  We will also be going over the letters B, C, D, and E; numbers -1, 2,3, 4; and the colors red, green, yellow and orange.

At home activity ideas!

· Let your child help sort and fold socks

· Sing Old MacDonald with your child

· Ask your child the sounds of different animals

Interesting Fact of the Month

Loving, Authoritative Parents Win

The latest research on parenting finds that the most effective parenting style is authoritative.  An effective authoritative parent shows plenty of love and support but also set limits, expectations, and follows through with fair consequences for poor behavior.  Children raised under these conditions are more likely to become happy, confident and sufficient adults capable of succeeding out in the real world.

Reminders:

· Please apply sunscreen to your child before school each day
· Please make sure your child has at least 2 changes of clothing and appropriate for the season

· Please bring a nap mat and a sippy cup for your child every Monday and then take them home every Friday

Enjoy your day off on Labor Day September 2nd!

Dinosaurs (EA)
Important Dates:
9/2
Center Closed for Labor Day

9/3
Board Meeting

9/6
Snack with Grandparents

9/17
Board Meeting

This month we will be learning about: Grandparents, Colors, Feeling Monsters, Being Kind to Friends, All About Books.

Reminder:

· Bring a family picture in or email the picture to Kelli at kelli.l.wright@nasa.gov.  
· Check boxes to replenish clothes and underwear.

· Biting Policy: If any child bites 3 or more times in one week, the child’s parents will be notified and asked to take the child home for the remainder of the day.  Please remember that biting is a developmentally normal behavior in the Explorer room.  The director, staff and parents must work together during this time to help determine what is triggering this behavior.

· Illness Policy:  Parents will be notified if the following occurs and the child must be picked up within 30 minutes.

· Diarrhea- 3 or more times in a row

· Vomiting- Twice in a 24 hour period (this includes any vomiting before coming to school)

· Fever above 101 degrees

Children must be symptom free for 24 hours without medication before returning to school.  They may only return to school before 24 hours if they have a note from the doctor.

Special Activity:

Grandparents Day Snack.  Grandparents come and eat snack with us on September 6th at 3:00pm.

Thank you all for your support and prayers during one of our teacher’s cancer journey.  The journey is not over yet, but she has been diagnosed as being cancer-free!!

Underwater Explorers (EB)
Hello September!  It is going to be a great month of cooler weather, and learning through creative expression and exploration.
Reminders:

· Sign your full name on daily sign in sheet

· Check your cubbies daily

· Please bring in family photos

· Wash your child’s hands upon entering the classroom

“Try to keep to the same schedule every day.  That means having consistent nap times, meal times, and bed times as well as times when your toddler is free to just run around and have fun”


*WebMD

“Children learn as they play. Most importantly, in play children learn how to learn.”


*O. Fred Donaldson

Happy Labor Day on the 2nd!

The Perky Preschoolers (Pre-C)
September is here!  We would like to welcome all of our new students and parents.  We are pleased with how well the children have adapted to the room.  We will continue to focus much of our attention on the class rules, routine, and building self-esteem.
September will be filled with many fun and exciting lessons, games, and play experiences.  Our themes for the month will be: All about Me, Apples, Fall, Colors/Shapes, and our Five Senses.  The letters this month are O, P, Q, R, and S.  Also during September the color of the month will be RED.

The last week of September, we will wrap up the color red, by having a Red Apple party, full of taste tests, experiments, cooking, and wearing red to help us celebrate.
Parents, make sure you read the daily news about your child’s day/activities, and check your child’s cubby to make sure they have appropriate clothing.  And as always, if you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to let us know!

The Superhero’s (Pre-B)
September is going to be super!!  This month’s learning themes will be: Prehistoric Times, Human Body-All About Me, Apples-Johnny Appleseed, Falling Leaves and Construction Week.
Important Dates & Reminders:

Sept 2nd
Center Closed

Sept 19th
Healthy Snack Party

Sept 26th
Johnny Appleseed Day (wear jeans and a white t-shirt)

If you have any questions or concerns, please let us know.  We will be doing our introduction conferences this month.  We will send out conference letters the first of the month.  Please fill out and return all paperwork.  Building strong communications is very important to us!

Keep in mind with the changes in seasons and weather, your child may need new clothes for their extra clothing box.

· Fill water bottles every morning

· Always check the lesson plan

· Let us know if your child will be late or absent

· Practice self-help skills at home

September quote: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  Nelson Mandela
Article: Growing Independence: Tips for Parents of Young Children
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/preschool/Pages/Growing-Independence-Tips-for-Parents-of-Young-Children.aspx
Healthychildren.org

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the Happy Hoppers Classroom (Pre-k A)! The children have had a few weeks to get familiar with the classroom and us (their new teachers). They are learning the routine and the classroom rules. Now it is time to start our curriculum for the year! We are excited to help prepare your child for kindergarten. We can only do so if the classroom environment is conducive for learning. That means each child following the classroom rules and doing what is expected of her/him. We go over these daily. We will send copies of these rules to each household for reinforcement of what is being done in the classroom. 

September is an exciting month for the children and teachers. It’s a month of changes- new beginnings, new surroundings, new experiences, new skills, new challenges and new expectations. As we begin our lessons our goal is that your child will explore the world of learning and develop new basic skills and expand on the skills they already have.

We will start learning the alphabet, numbers, colors and shapes. We will also assign each child a Show and Tell day. They may bring only one small item that begins with the letter of the week. We will have a list that shows your child’s day and we will send a copy home as a reminder.

Appropriate behavior is Key for learning. We use progress reports that reflect our reward system, the golden sticks. For now, the children must earn at least 10 gold sticks by the end of the day in order to earn a reward. A list of the rewards is posted in the classroom. Each child will have a progress report that has been checked by her/his primary caregiver in their folder above the cubbies at the end of each day. Parents are to read and sign these reports daily.

There are two special activities that the children look forward to in this classroom- the Star of the Week and the 100th day of Pre-k A! Each child will have a turn to be the Star of the Week. In our morning circle we will be counting the number of days in Pre-k A, starting with September 3rd being the first day. Details of the events will be given later.

You are always invited to be involved in the classroom in any way that you can. If you have items or experiences that relate to any of our themes, please share them with us.

Some areas we continue to work on are: working and playing together, listening and following directions, good citizenship, manners and showing respect for friends, teachers and classroom materials. It is helpful when parents take time to discuss each school day with their child. Ask open-ended questions and offer positive feedback. Your constant interest will play an important part in your child’s learning experiences and success.

Please read our daily note posted on the bulletin board above the sign in/out desk in the classroom, on a daily basis. 

We are working on the following skills in our classroom and we suggest you work with your child also at home- recognizing and writing first, middle and last names, age and birth date (month, day and year), address, phone number (the one you want your child to learn in case of an emergency), using scissors, glue and clear tape.

The themes for this month are: All About Me, My Family, My Friends and Apples.

MCDC will be closed on Monday, September 2nd in observance of Labor Day.

We are glad to have your child in our class and we look forward to having a great year. We hope you will visit the classroom often to share in the growth and excitement taking place.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_971250970.doc
[image: image1.png]






