Marshall Child Development Center 
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!

It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year and summer are already upon us. Congratulations again to all of our Pre-A graduates! We know that some of our wonderful families will be leaving us during this transition period and we want to say thank you again for your support and for sharing your children with us all of these years. We wish you all the very best and hope you’ll remember your time at MCDC fondly. 
Thank you to all the parents and staff that came out and supported us during the Center’s workday, either with donations of materials or your time. We were able to get a tremendous amount accomplished in those few hours and the results are evident throughout the Center.
We have another opportunity coming up for parent participation. We will be celebrating our wonderful teachers and staff during Staff Appreciation Week June 7-11. Please keep an eye out for an email with additional details. Let’s show our teachers and staff just how much we love and appreciate them! 
I also want to personally thank all of you for allowing me to serve as your Vice President the last two years. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time on the Board and am proud of the things we were able to accomplish, especially during these challenging times. I know the new Board will continue to do a great job supporting all of us. 

Hope you have a wonderful summer!

Eileen - Outgoing Board Vice-President

From the Director….!


It’s time to lift UP our staff and show them our appreciation! MCDC Staff Appreciation Week will be held the week of June 7th-11th, 2021.   This is an annual tradition at MCDC, and it is important that we let the staff know how much their efforts mean to us, as parents, since they take such tender care of our precious children every day! This event is made possible by parent volunteers and donations, so please help us build them UP.
Unlike years past, where we have asked for volunteers to watch children for lunchtime, this year we are treating the staff to a catered lunch during their scheduled lunch breaks on Wednesday June 9th.   This is when we will pass out their memory books and gift cards.   

How can you help?

· Give UP a (voluntary) donation of at least $20 per child is requested to fund the lunch and a gift card for each staff member. More generous donations will be greatly appreciated!  Staff Appreciation Week is funded exclusively through donations and not supplemented by MCDC operational funds. You may make your donation at  https://paypal.me/pools/c/8zKY1z62gs
· Bake UP some treats for the staff on Monday (6/7) and Thursday (6/10).  Some ideas for treats: breakfast casseroles, muffins, bagels, sandwiches, chips/dip, drinks, sweets, crock-pot meal, etc. The treat signup sheet is posted at: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4DADAD23A75-treats
· Build UP a memory book containing art/pictures collected for that staff member. Help by having your child provide artwork and/or photos for the staff member(s) whom they wish to honor by Friday (6/4) to the marked folders in the lobby. More details below!
· Gather UP to help. We really need help assembling the memory books. Only 11 volunteers needed to assemble 2 memory books each! Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4DADAD23A75-classroom
Please free UP some of your time to help us make this a week to acknowledge our staff in these special ways. 

Feel free to contact Kate Estes katherine.estes@nasa.gov, Sarah Bradford Sarah.Bradford@mtsi-va.com, or Alex Dominguez alexandra.dominguez@nasa.gov    with any questions. 

Memory Books for Staff Members
Each staff member will be presented with a memory book containing the art/pictures collected for that staff member. Please have your child provide artwork for the teachers and staff members whom they wish to honor. You may include photos, too. Since the artwork is placed in a keepsake notebook for each staff member, it is important that the artwork DOES NOT EXCEED 8 1/2" X 11". (construction paper will not fit)  Please write the child's entire name on the front and the staff member's entire name on each page. Don't forget the director, assistant director, cook, floaters and substitutes! Please see the list of staff names at the end of this email to ensure you do not leave anyone out. Please have the artwork placed in the marked folders at the lobby table by close of business on Friday June 4th.  Examples of previous years memory books are available to view for ideas. 
Infant A: Lisa Bradford & Melissa Atchley

Infant B: Janice Parker & Misty Holloway

Infant Floater: Dawn McClure

Creeper A: Cheryl Boesing & Freda Lang

Creeper B: Connie Boyd & Merissa Crowell

Creeper Floater: Jewel Hughes

Toddler A: Emily Calvert & Erica Franklin

Toddler B: Jessie Fox & Kristen Butler

Toddler Floater: Mary Garner

Explorer A: Melissa Kellar & Aida Royster

Explorer B: Nicole Chandler & Kesha Lee

Explorer Floater: Cassidy Thomas

Preschool C: Betsy Sikes & Sybil Greenwood

Preschool B: Maegan Miles & Madison Wright

Preschool A: Jennifer Steger & Barbara Williams

Preschool Floater: Debbie Noble

Substitutes: Susie Feldman, Maggie Mathis, Annette Dohrman, Mary Dohrman, Kari Kaparos, Julie Jarratt, Sharon McCoy

Director: Kelli Wright

Assistant Director: Cecilia Finn

Administrative Assistant: Melissa Boylen

Cook: Tina Bartlebaugh

Custodian: Derrick Byrd

Father’s Day Store:

The Father’s Day Store will take place the morning of Wednesday June 9th.  This will be for the Preschool classes.  Gifts are $2.00 each and envelopes will be provided for payment in your child’s classroom.  Please write your child’s name and who they will be buying for on their envelope.  

Stop by the front lobby on Monday June 21st to grab your Donut for Dads!  Donuts will be available from 6:45am-8:45am. Thank you Dads for all that you do!!

Go ahead and mark your calendars for Thursday July 1st!  We will be having our annual Fourth of July Parade!!  We will start lining up at 9:00am in our front parking lot and would love to have you participate.  We cross over Morris Road, circle the parking lot of the facilities complex and cross back over to the center.  All classrooms participate.  You can bring your decorated strollers, wagons, etc… Older children may bring bikes/scooters; however, they must be accompanied by a parent if they bring these. No motorized vehicles.  We will have popsicles as a treat when the parade is finished.  Happy Birthday America!! 

REMINDER:

Effective 01-JUL-2021, Redstone Arsenal will no longer accept NASA MSFC Temporary and Center Specific (local badges) for entry through Redstone Arsenal Gates.
 
Individuals with a NASA MSFC Temporary or Center Specific (local badge) badge will be required to visit the Visitor Control Center (VCC) at Gate 9 prior to 01-JUL-2021, to register their driver license for entry to the Redstone Arsenal Automated Installation Entry System (AIE).
Starting 01-JUL-2021, individuals with a Temporary or Center Specific (local badge) will be required to scan their driver license when coming through the Redstone Arsenal gates. Failure to register your driver license with the VCC could result in your access to Redstone Arsenal gates being denied.
 
The VCC is located on Rideout Road just prior to entering Gate 9.
 
Hours of operation are 6AM – 6PM Monday through Friday (excluding Federal holidays).Walk-ins are welcome.
 
Your Temporary or Center Specific (local badge) is still required for access to NASA MSFC once through the Redstone Arsenal gates. Please do not destroy or turn in your Temporary or Center Specific badge.
 
NASA MSFC PIV and ASB badges, with the gold chip, will continue to be accepted at Redstone Arsenal gates.
 
Who has a Temporary or Center Specific badge?
 
Individuals who have the following badges:
 
Associate Badges: Carpool, Center Activity (MARS Sporting Teams and Wellness Center), Daycare
Foreign Nationals
NASA Retiree Badges
Center Director Issued
Tenants and Constructions Workers
Sign In/Out Reminder
It is very important that you sign your child in and out each day.  Let that be the first thing you do.  We must have this documented! Signatures must also be LEGIBLE.  NO initials or scribbles.  Even if that is your regular signature, that doesn’t work for us.  You must sign your name legibly on our sign in/out sheets.

Upcoming Events:

June 3rd=
Board Meeting 11:30am
June 7th-11th=
Staff Appreciation Week

June 9th=
Father’s Day Store

June 9th=
Luncheon for Staff

June 12th=
Choose to Include Training for Staff 9am-1pm

June 14th-15th=
Cecilia out of the office

June 16th-18th=
Cecilia and Kelli out of the office; AELL Conference

June 21st=
Donuts for Dad 6:45am-8:45am

June 23rd=
Kelli out of the office

June 26th=
CPR/First Aid for staff 9am

Coming Up in July:
Fourth of July Parade on Thursday 1st 9am
Board Meetings 1st, 15th, & 29th 

Center Closed on the 5th 
Hello from (Infant A)
 
Happy June everyone!  Can you believe the year is almost halfway over?  (my how time has flown).  They say time flies when you’re having fun and oh boy are we having fun watching our little ones grow and explore the world around them.  

Our days are filled with tummy time, lullabies, precious giggles, and wonder.  Our infants are enjoying looking out our large window at all the birds on our new birdfeeder and all the new garden decorations that are so bright and colorful.


We have had 2 new additions to our room recently and they are adjusting very well to their new surroundings.  (We are excited to watch them learn and grow)


This month we will be making some art projects for Father’s Day as well as doing an assortment of different sensory activities, including some that will help to improve their fine motor skills and hand to mouth coordination.  I hope everyone has a great month!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)

Hello from the bouncing babies of Infant B!  June is here and we are so excited.  We are going to enjoy the sunshine and warm weather as much as we can.  We hope to do some water sensory play outside in the coming weeks, so make sure that your child has some weather appropriate clothing and plenty of extras in case they get messy and wet as we play outside.  Remember, if you want sunscreen applied to your child before we go outside, make sure that you have a doctor’s note for your child or you fill out a medication form on a weekly basis.  Also, feel free to send sunhats and sunglasses for your child to be worn outside.  We hope everyone has a wonderful June!
Dates to remember for June:

· June 7th-11th
Staff Appreciation Week

· June 21st   Donuts for Dad in the front lobby

Farmtastic (Creeper A)
It’s the month of June!  Seems like May flew by too soon.  It flew from insects to flowers, which is this month’s theme. We will use our senses with this one because flowers are a dream.  Don’t forget to check those daily sheets to take home, there will be something in it to do.  We may ask you to help so there may be a little homework for you.

Upcoming Events:

June 20th
Father’s Day
We would like to welcome a little boy to the farm.  We would also like to wish 2 little ones Happy Birthday this month.


Our study for the month will be on flowers/senses.

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Dear Parents,

What a year!!  We’ve been back at school for an entire year now and it finally feels like things are starting to regain some normalcy.  Thank you all so much for working with us with the new COVID policies throughout this last year- you are all so wonderful and have been very patient with us as we have created our new normal.

The month of May was a ton of fun for our kiddos – we learned all about ducks, read some awesome new books from our book fair and welcomed so many new owls to our nest!  We also said goodbye to one special boy who flew the coop to join the Toddlers!  We will miss him so much and can’t wait to see all the new things he will learn in his new class.  June is going to be a HOOT! 

This month we will be studying all about Dinosaurs!

Important Dates!

· 6/7 – 6/11 Staff Appreciation Week

· 6/20
   Father’s Day

Reminders:

1. Please make sure your child has 2-3 season appropriate outfits (including shoes) 

2. Please make sure your child has sunscreen & a light jacket

3. Label all bottles/personal items with first and last name

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)
Happy June Toddler A family. Summertime is almost here!! We are continuing to enjoy the gorgeous weather and I know the kids are looking forward to water play this year! 

We will be having water play every other Friday starting June 4th & ending July 30th. Please bring your child in a regular diaper & their swimwear in the morning & with sunscreen already applied. A towel and a change of clothes will be needed as well. We will have water tables, water toys, a sprinkler, and a water pad for them to enjoy!  The kids always love it. 

The next two months we will be exploring ocean animals! Some of the animals we will be covering in June are jellyfish, sharks, whales, fish, octopus, and crab. 

Check your child’s lesson plan for the animal we are doing that week & feel free to bring a book or stuffed animal that goes with the theme!

Please bring in a gallon of water if you have not recently and plastic grocery bags are always welcome.

Be sure and look at their daily sheet for items needed & your child’s cubby for two pairs of extra clothes that are weather appropriate and that fit your growing child!! 

Check out our monthly article on toddlers and sleep, and as always please feel free to ask any questions.  We care about your children and communication is key! Thank you!
Clever Foxes (Toddler B)
We have been having so much fun in Toddler B we can’t believe we are already halfway through the year!  For the month of June, we have many fun things planned!  Every other Friday will be our water play day! This month we will be discussing the ocean and everything in it!  We have a lot of reminders this month so please make sure to take some time and read both of our “Reminder” sections!
Reminders!!!!
· Every other Friday is water play day.  Please make sure you bring your child is their swim attire, with a REGULAR diaper please!  NO SWIM DIAPERS!!!
· Please make sure to bring a towel and extra change of clothes for your child for our water play days!

· Please don’t forget to apply sunscreen and bug spray on your child every day BEFORE bringing them to school

Fun Fact
· “Summer” came from the Old English name for that time of year, sumor. This, in turn, came from the Proto-Germanic sumur-, which itself came from the Proto-Indo-European root sam- (sam- seems to be a variant of the Proto-Indo-European sem-, meaning “together / one”).

Reminders
· We will be playing outside every day, weather permitting, please bring in 2 gallons of water to share amongst the class, per month to drink during outside play!  

· Please make sure your child has at least 2 changes of clothing in their cubby that are season appropriate!

· Please do not ever hesitate to call us or come talk to us if you have any questions or concerns!

Birthdays and Other Important Dates
· June 11- Happy Birthday to a sweet little girl
· June 20- First day of Summer
Adventure Awaits (Explorer A)
This month we will be studying all about insects.
Important Dates:

· Water Play starts June 4th
· Donuts for Dad June 21st 

Water play will begin on June 4th.  Please bring your child to school dressed, sunscreen applied, and ready for water play.  Each child will need a towel and change of clothes.  Please make sure your child has sunscreen on them upon arrival.  Fill your child’s water bottle before you bring them into the class.  If you haven’t turned one in yet, we will need a doctor’s note or a medical authorization form to use toothpaste, sunscreen, and diaper dream.  We can’t use these on your child if we don’t have one of these.
Underwater Explorers (Explorer B)

Please ensure your child has:
· A gallon of water in the classroom (for the hot days that we need to refill their water cups)

· On sunscreen daily before school (we will reapply in the afternoon when needed)

· A water cup brought in daily filled before entering the classroom.

Reminders:

· Please remember to bring your child ready for waterplay every Friday

· Sunscreen

· Dressed for water play

· A towel

· And please bring a change of clothing for that day after we finish. Thank you!

Important Dates:

· June 4th
Water Play begins

· June 20th
Happy Father’s Day

· June 21st
Donuts for Dad (grab and go in front lobby)

Hello June!  It’s going to be a great month!  If you ever have questions or concerns you can always call or ask us at drop off or pick up!

“Teaching kids to count is fine but teaching them what counts is best.” -Bob Talbert

The Marvelous Monsters (Pre-C)

Wow, we can’t believe that June is already here!
“Water Wednesday”

We will start water play on June 23rd and it will end on August 4th.  Please have your child dressed in their swim wear under their clothes and sunscreen applied before coming to school.  Each child will need their own towel and must have proper water shoes to participate.  Please label everything with your child’s name to ensure it stays with your child.  We have permission slips to be signed in order to participate in water play.

Theme

This month our study will be about the ocean (Under the Sea).  We will have activities centered around this unit.  Some activities will include art activities, documentaries, and water activities.

Welcome

We have had some new children move up from the explorer classes and we are so glad to have them in preschool!

Father’s Day

We would like to wish a Happy Father’s Day to all out dad’s and as always if you have any questions or concerns please let us know!

The Superhero’s (Pre-B)

We are ready to jump into June in Pre-B!  We have a fantastic summer planned.  We will be diving into our ocean study during the month of June.  This month we will investigate sharks, crustaceans, deep sea creatures, ocean plant life, and whales.  I know we will discover amazing things this month.

Every Thursday in June we will have a water play day.  Your child will need to come to school dressed for water play.  They will need a towel and a change of clothes.  We will send out permission slips to be signed before our first water play day.  Water play dates will be 6/3, 6/10, 6/17, and 6/24.
Important Dates:

· 6/7-6/11
Staff Appreciation Week

· 6/9
Father’s Day Store ($2 per gift)

· 6/20
Father’s Day and the 1st Day of Summer

· 6/21
Donuts for Dad

Parent Reminders:

· Apply sunscreen in the mornings

· Send a full water bottle daily

· Please ensure your child’s clothing and shoes are playground safe.  We encourage tennis shoes; some sandals and flip flops are hard for the children to run and climb safely.

· If you have not participated in a conference yet, we ask that you plan to do so.  Communication is important to us.  

· Don’t forget to take a lesson plan home weekly. 

Quote of the month:

“Summertime is always the best of what might be”-Charles Bowden

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)

Dear Parents,
We are halfway through the calendar year and we ended our school year last month. Summer officially begins this month! The children are excited because some of them will be taking vacations. 

Last month we celebrated mother’s, talked about birds, had a drive-through graduation, celebrated our graduates with a party and said good-bye to three of our classmates, as they will be in Summer camps before going to kindergarten. We would like to thank our parents for signing up and attending parent/teacher conferences in May.  We welcome four new classmates and their families to Pre-A.
This month our theme is “Insects”.  The letters are Q&R, S&T, U&V, and W&X. We are having Water Play days on Wednesdays starting June 2nd and ending the last Wednesday in July. Some requirements for Water Play are: apply sunscreen on children before school, children should come dressed for water play, children should bring a towel and water shoes, children should bring a change of clothes and shoes.
 During the summer season, we ask that you (Parents) apply sunscreen on your child in the mornings before coming to school and we will apply it in the afternoons.  We hope to have a fun and exciting summer!
June Events: 
6/7 - 6/11
Staff Appreciation 
6/9 

Father’s Day Store
6/21 

Donuts for Dad
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