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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…! 

Greetings MCDC Families,
As we begin a new year the MCDC Board would like to express our gratitude for the support we have received from our membership. 2020 was a year full of unique circumstances and unexpected challenges for all our families, staff, and teachers but we got through it together.

Looking ahead into 2021 we would like to find ways to maximize our budget and cost savings while providing the highest quality childcare in the area. The board is examining a number of cost saving measures and fundraising options that we look forward to sharing with you soon. 

In the meantime, as you make room for new and get rid of old, please keep MCDC in mind for donations. The center is particularly interested in donations of: 

· iPads (iPad 5th generation or newer, iPad Air 2nd gen or newer)

· Chromebooks or other laptops (PC or Mac)

· Gently used indoor & outdoor toys
Please contact board secretary, Mary Christian Brewer, or Kelli Wright if you have questions about donations.

Thank you, and Happy New Year!

Your MCDC Board

From the Director….!


Usually at this time of year, I am working on the tentative calendar with all our events lined up.  I’m just not sure what to plan for 2021!  I do hope we can get back to some of the fun events we typically do and be able to gather all our families together.

I know that everyone’s work schedules, work locations, and maybe even your workload has changed this past year.  This may have changed your schedules and routines at home as well.  Although we do not have a requirement of when you must drop your child off, I would highly encourage that everyone have their child here by 8:45am.  Especially those in the older classrooms.  8:45am is typically when the classrooms have their morning circle time.  The teachers welcome all the children for the day, they talk about what they will be studying, and they may do a group activity.  Most of the activities surrounding the classroom studies take place in the early morning.  The children are more alert and eager to participate.  There may be some things your child misses out on by coming in later in the morning.  Routine and consistency are so important.  Children thrive on it! 

Please remember when dropping off and picking you your child, to make it as brief as possible.  We want you to be able to communicate with your teachers, but we also want to limit everyone’s time in the building.  Please set up a parent/teacher conference if there is something that you would like to talk in detail with your child’s teacher about.  Or schedule a phone call during nap time to discuss.  I am also very happy to pass along any emails to the teachers during the day if you need to get information to them or need a response from them.  


New tuition rates go into effect January 4, 2021.  Here is a link to a tuition calendar to help you keep track of payments.  MCDC 2021 Tuition Calendar
Tuition is invoiced to your account every Monday.  Tuition is due on Monday for the current week but is not considered late until the close of business on Tuesday.  We currently take checks and cash.  There is a wooden box in the front lobby for you to drop off your payment in.  Some families do use bill pay with their banks and the bank will mail us a check. Our address is PO Box 9138 MSFC, AL 35812.  Checks are typically deposited each week on Thursdays.  If you ever need a receipt for payment, please write “need receipt” on your check on the memo field or send me an email.  I will be sending out end of the year statements to each family.  
2021 Tuition Rates

Infants
$247

Creepers
$239

Toddlers
$232

Explorers
$228

Pre C

$216

Pre B

$214

Pre A

$208

Kelli Wright, Director

256-544-8609 (main)

256-544-8607 (direct)

Kelli.L.Wright@nasa.gov
Upcoming Events:

January 1st
Center Closed for New Year’s Day

January 4th-5th
Cecilia out of the office
January 6th-7th
Kelli out of the office

January 14th
Board Meeting

January 18th
Center Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 21st
Class Pictures

January 28th
Board Meeting
Coming Up in February:
Melissa out of the office 8th-12th
Board Meetings 11th & 25th 

Center Closed on the 15th 

Scholastic Book Fair 22nd-26th 
Hello from (Infant A)
 
We made it to 2021.  We hope everyone has had a wonderful holiday season.  This month we will be exploring the colors green, red, blue, and black/white.  We have fun activities on the lesson plans this month.  The colors we chose have different effects.
· Green: Calming, natural color has soothing impact on a child, scientists have also found green may improve a child’s reading speed and comprehension

· Red: Energizes and excites the mind, raises heart rate

· Blue: Opposite effect of red, decreases feelings of anxiety and aggression, lowers blood pressure and heart rate

· Black/White: A monochrome color scheme filled with contrasting patterns and shades, provides a newborn with the best form of visual stimulation, and sends the strongest signals to the baby’s brain.

If we could get you to make a sensory square using black and white patterns for tummy time, that would be great!  This would be for the last week of January’s lesson plan.  Thank you in advance!

Have a wonderful month and stay healthy!

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Hello and Happy New Year from Infant B!  Yay, we have made it to 2021!  We are so excited to see what 2021 has in store for the beautiful babies of Infant B!
Here are a few things to remember for the upcoming month:

*Make sure that your child has a jacket in the room (labeled) and three seasonal appropriate extra outfits.  We try to get outside as often as we can if the weather cooperates with us.

*We will be closed on the following days:


January 1st for New Year’s Day


January 18th for MLK Day

The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)
Greetings from the dancing crew as we enter a new year.  We are excited to introduce a lesson for your little one on learning about themselves.  This month will be geared toward learning the parts of the body.  We will use toys, to help each child learn, see and find out what each body part can do.  You will be surprised at how well learning about themselves and what they can do, will help to improve on speech and development.  Have a wonderful new year!
Things to do at home:

*Sing “Head, Shoulders, Knees & Toes”

*Discuss body parts and what they do

*Play a game of hide and seek

*Discuss and see how well your child knows their body parts

Safety:

*It’s New Years Day and a new year!  Check your car seat.

*Check smoke detectors and fire alarms.  Have a special meeting place in case of a fire.

*Be careful on icy cold days.  Don’t fall!

Important Dates:

January 1st

Center Closed

January 18th

Center Closed

January 21st

Class Pictures

Don’t Forget:

*Sign in and out with full signatures

*Label all your child’s belongings

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
January is here, it’s time to celebrate and cheer as we bring in the NEW YEAR! As we reflect on the past year, one thing for certain is MCDC has the best parents around!
Ms. Connie and I thank each and every one of our parents for helping make the month of December such a wonderful, merry, and fun filled month! And thank you all so much for the precious gifts you gave to us and for letting us be a part of your sweet babies’ lives. 

The month of January is going to bring in some changes for our room! A few of our baby owls have met each of their developmental milestones and will be moving on up to the Toddler classes! We are so proud of you!  We will miss them so much, but we are so looking forward to seeing them continue to grow & learn!
January is going to be a HOOT!
This month we will be learning all about Narwhals!

REMINDERS:

1. Please sign your child in & out everyday
2. Please make sure your child has 2-3 season appropriate outfits 
3. Practice using a sippy cup at home with your child

IMPORTANT DATES:

1/1
MCDC Closed for New Year’s Day
1/18
MCDC Closed for Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day
1/21
Class Picture Day
The Busy Bees (Toddler A)

Happy New Year, Toddler A family!  We are very excited to be learning about arctic animals this month.  We will be focusing on polar bears, penguins, narwhals, and walruses!


Many of our friends have been teething recently so be sure to check out this month’s article on how to best comfort a teething toddler!


Our class loves to play on the playground, even when it is chilly outside.  Please be sure to bring coats and weather appropriate shoes so our toddlers can play hard!

Reminders:

· Toddlers are very messy!  Be sure to check your child’s cubby for weather appropriate clothes

· Extra books are always welcome in our class.

· Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns!

Birthdays and Other Important Dates:

· January 18th-Center Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Clever Foxes (Toddler B)
Happy New Year from Toddler B! We have a lot to explore during the month of January!! For the entire month we will be learning about weather. We will learn about snow, sun, rain, and the wind.  We are very excited to explore the weather outside! 

At Home Activities:
· Make fake snow with baking soda and shaving cream!

· Touch and feel water and pretend it is rain!

· Explore the outside on a windy day and watch the trees sway! 

Facts about Martin Luther King Jr.:
· His birth name was actually; Michael, not Martin.

· He entered college at the age of 15.

· He was the youngest person to win the Nobel Prize in 1964.

Reminders:

· Please make sure your child has a jacket or coat, we will still be going outside!

· Please make sure your child has at least 2 changes of clothes that are appropriate for the season.

· If at any time, you have any questions or concerns about your child, please do not hesitate to ask us! 

Birthdays and Other Important Dates

· Happy Birthday to one of our clever foxes on January 31st! 

MCDC Closed:

· January 1st for New Year’s 

· January 18th for Martin Luther King Day!

Adventure Awaits (EA)
What We Will Be Studying:
· Bears
Important Dates:
· January 1st Center Closed for New Year

· January 18th Center Closed; MLK Day

· January 21st Class Pictures
Reminders:
· Since the weather has been getting colder make sure your child has a jacket for when we go outside. 
· Please pick up your daily sheet every day. Also, make sure to check what items your child may need for the next day. 
Activities:

· We were very busy in December. One of our favorite things to do his sing and dance. Some of our favorite songs can be found on YouTube to sing with the children at home. We enjoy the following songs; Freeze Dance, Baby Shark, and the Goldfish Song.   

We would like to welcome all our new friends we have gotten this month.
Underwater Explorers (EB)

We had a “cool” time at our Ice Cream Social! We would like to thank you for your generous holiday gifts!  Also, your participation in all the activities helped us make lasting memories for your children.  
Thanks Again! 

Reminders:
· Make sure your child has a coat and weather appropriate clothing in his/her cubby.     
· Label your child’s belongings.
· Take water cups home daily to be cleaned. 

Important Dates:
· January 1st-Closed for New Year’s Day
· January 18th-Closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
· January 21st- Class Pictures
The Marvelous Monsters (Pre-C)

Happy New Year!  We hope everyone enjoyed their holiday season.  We would like to thank all the families for the lovely gifts.  We greatly appreciate all of them!  Also, we would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest little ones and their families.

Now that winter is here, please remember to leave a jacket and maybe bring in a hat and mittens.  Please also, make sure these items are labeled with your child’s name.  


In the month of January we will explore Antarctic and artic animals.  We will also focus on letters, numbers, and shape recognition.  We will start with letters A,B,C, and D.  


As always, if you have any concerns or questions please let us know.  We enjoy spending time with your children helping them learn and grow.

The Superhero’s (Pre-B)

Happy New Year everyone!  2020 was an interesting year.  We are looking for 2021 to be amazing.  We have some changes to start off the new year.  We have a new teacher joining Pre-B.  She is ready to start the new year off with us!  The study unit for January will be: Artic Animals, which will include (Polar Bears, Artic Whales, Walrus/Seals, and Penguins).  Happy January!
Parent Reminder:

· Check clothing box to ensure your child has an extra set of winter clothes

· Check lesson plans weekly

· Practice those self-help skills at home

Quote of Month:

“The year is yours, what will you do with it?”

Article:

Ways to Encourage Self-Help Skills in Children (extension.org)

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents,


We hope everyone had a happy holiday season! We had fun learning about the Five Senses in December. We are beginning a new year this month. WOW! What a year we had in 2020! We are hoping for a better 2021!


Our goal for the remainder of the school year is to get ready for Kindergarten! Our study for this month is DINOSAURS! The letters are Hh, Pp, Rr, and Ff. 


We will also celebrate the 100th Day of Pre-k A. So, we are looking forward to having another fun month! 


If it’s not too cold, we will still be going outside daily. Please be sure your child is dressed appropriately and wears a coat and/or a hat and gloves/mittens. Please be sure to check your child’s change of clothes to see if it’s weather appropriate. 


Your child needs to bring a new toothbrush and toothpaste. 


We have 3 friends celebrating birthdays this month! We wish them a Happy Birthday!

Events:

· January 1st---- New Year’s Day-Center Closed

· January 18th--Dr. Martin Luther King Day-Center Closed

· January 21st----Class Pictures

· January 29th----100th Day Celebration
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