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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!

Happy February! This being the month to celebrate LOVE always makes me think about all the people I am grateful for and love in my life. I am especially grateful for all our MCDC staff and just cannot express my thankfulness enough for all that they do for our children. Please take a minute to express your gratitude as you drop off/pick up the next month because I know they don't hear it nearly enough. 
We, the Board, are also very thankful for all of you. We know the last year hasn't been easy for any of us and we are grateful for you hanging in there with us as we negotiate these challenging times. We continue to work on finding ways to be more efficient, raise additional funds and most importantly, keeping everyone safe. We have applied for a second round of Paycheck Protection Program funds, as well as state COVID relief funds. We have not heard back on either but will keep you informed as we hear back. 
Also keep a look-out for new, fun fundraising opportunities. Our Members at Large are doing an amazing job finding fun ways to raise funds and get our membership and community at large more involved. As always, please continue to stay safe and healthy. 
Eileen Beardsley and the MCDC Board of Directors 

From the Director….!

25 Acts of Kindness for Preschoolers

1. Hug a friend

2. Do a sibling's chore

3. Share something

4. Say “please” and “thank you.”

5. Help bake cupcakes for a neighbor

6. Write a thank you note to your local librarians

7. Learn something new

8. Hold the door open for someone

9. Leave a nice note for the mailman

10. Help decorate for Christmas

11. Compliment a stranger

12. Listen to an elderly person's story

13. Help bake treats for your local firefighters/police officers

14. Feed the birds

15. Donate old toys

16. Do your chores without complaining

17. Mail a postcard to a relative

18. Compliment a friend/sibling

19. Donate your allowance

20. Make a small gift for a friend

21. Read to a younger sibling/pet

22. Do an extra chore

23. Smile all day!

24. Play with a sibling/pet

25. Continue doing acts of kindness year-round!



Upcoming Events:

February 4th=
Board Meeting
February 8th-12th=
Melissa out of the office

February 11th=
Board Meeting

February 15th=
Center Closed for President’s Day

February 25th=
Board Meeting
Coming Up in March:
Board Meetings 11th & 25th
Cecilia out of the office 12th; 25th-31st
Daylight Savings Time Begins 14th
Campus Candids with 
Hello from (Infant A)
 
Hello! “Love is in the air” in Infant A and we are all decorated with cupids and hearts.  We have had 2 additional “lovebugs” join our Infant A family and they have adjusted amazingly well.  This month we will be focusing more on tummy time, as well as; becoming more aware of our surroundings through sight, sound, and touch.  We will also be making some lovely artwork for our loved ones.  Lastly, don’t forget MCDC will be closed on Monday, February 15th for President’s Day.
The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Greetings from Infant B the beautiful babies.  Pretending is a way of learning as well as a way of playing, and it requires a great deal of thinking.  Pretending shows children are developing from the sensorimotor thinking of infancy to more symbolic thinking.  It evolves gradually from the imitation and exploration of infants.  Activities infants can participate in mimicking facial expressions or sounds, experience imitating and pretend, enjoying books, connecting with music and movement, and going outside.  Remember it is never too late to imitate.  Pretending can be fun and exciting.  Have a great month!
The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)

Greetings from the dancing crew.  We have reached the month of February and headed towards a heartfelt celebration; Valentine’s Day.  We have a new teacher and most of our crew has moved to the toddler area.  We have one child who is getting all the attention.  More to come soon we are sure!  

This month we will be learning about our five senses.  Some of our activities will require help from the parents so be sure to look at your take home sheets each day.  Thank you and have a wonderful February!

Things to do at home:

· Cooking activity with your child

· Read a story

· Have a taste test

· Take a long drive

Safety:

· Wash hands

· Sanitize common areas

· Wear a mask when out

Dates to Remember:

· February 15th-Center Closed for President’s Day

To Do:

· Remember to sign in and out daily-use full signatures

· Label everything that belongs to your child 

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
February is here! Wow can you believe we are already one month into this New Year!  January brought a lot of change for our little owls.  Two of our kiddos moved up to the Toddler rooms, some of our babies have met new milestones and started crawling and trying to take steps, and almost everyone is drinking from their sippy cups! We are so proud of them!

The month of February is sure to bring many more accomplishments and we can’t wait to see what this month has in store for us! Hopefully it will bring some more sunshine and a little warmer weather so we can go explore the outdoors, get some fresh air and do a little bird watching! If anyone has a fun book about birds, please bring it in for the day and we will read it to the kiddos during our daily story time!  February is going to be a HOOT!

This month we will be learning all about Birds!

Reminders:

1. Please sign your child in & out everyday

2. Please make sure your child has 2-3 season appropriate outfits 

3. Practice using a sippy cup at home with your child

Important Dates:

· 2/15- MCDC Closed for President’s Day

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)
Happy Valentine’s Day Toddler A family! We are very excited to learn about weather this month! We will be focusing on sunshine, rain, snow, and wind.

We will be having a friendship party on the 12th. Please look at our sign-up sheet to bring special snack for our friends!

Reminders:

· Toddlers are messy! Be sure to check your child cubby for weather appropriate clothes that fit.
Extra books are always welcome!  Feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns. Thank you!

Clever Foxes (Toddler B)
Greetings from Toddler B! We have so much in store for the month of February!  For the majority of this of this we will be discussing shapes.  We will be having a friendship party in the middle of the month.  We hope that everyone stays healthy and safe.  

Things You Can Do at Home
· Read to your child making sure to show the them the title, author and illustrator of the book

· Have your child practice eating with a spoon instead of using hands or being fed. 

· Talk about community helpers while you are out and about and see them.

February is Dental Health Awareness month!!  Make sure to schedule a visit to your child's dentist, especially if they haven’t had their first dental examine.

Reminders
·  Please be sure your child has a weather appropriate jacket or coat; we will still be going outside!!

· Please make sure your child has at least 2 changes of clothing that are appropriate for the season

· If at any time, you have any questions or concerns about your child, please do not hesitate to let us know!

Important Dates:
· February 15th –The Center will be closed in observance of President’s Day

Adventure Awaits (EA)
What We Will Be Studying
· Outer Space 
Important Dates
· February 12 Out of this World Party
Reminders
· Please pick up your daily sheet every day. Also, make sure to check what items your child may need for the next day. 
· Make sure to bring a shirt and a pair of pants or sweatshirts by February 1. 
Activities:
We were very busy in January. Bears was our theme for January. We enjoyed painting bears and toilet paper tube bears. We also enjoyed Brown Bear Brown Bear and interacting with the book with flannel pieces. 

We would like to welcome all our new friends we have gotten this month; 

Underwater Explorers (EB)

Allowing your children to walk into their classroom, independently, helps reduce separation anxieties.  Also, it mentally prepares your child for a full day of investigation and self-motivated learning.

Reminders:

· Sign your child in / out each day with a LEGIBLE FIRST / LAST name

· Check your child’s folders (in the hallway) DAILY

· FILL water cups with water BEFORE drop-off

· BREAKFAST is over at 8:30 a.m.

Dates to Remember:

· 12th Friendship Party

· 15th President’s Day (Center Closed)
VALENTINE NATURE HIKE FAMILY ACTIVITY
Start by grabbing your camera because on this hike, everyone is on the lookout for hearts. When someone spots a natural object in the shape of a heart, take a picture. Make it a friendly competition by keeping track of who can find the most HEARTS.

“Above all, children need our unconditional love — whether they succeed or make mistakes; when life is easy and when life is tough.”~ Barak Obama

The Marvelous Monsters (Pre-C)

Welcome to our new students and families joining our classroom.  The children seem very happy and are transitioning well.  We have noticed for the past few weeks that this group of children love to sing and participate in storytelling.  We have decided to make this month a study of Music and Language/Literacy.  We will incorporate this with Nursery Rhymes, Fairy Tales, reading their favorite books and by providing them with many opportunities to sing and play with musical instruments.  We will also focus on friendship, treating others with respect, and reiterate proper hand washing techniques. 

Our friendship party will be on Friday the 12th at 2:45. We will exchange Valentines during morning circle and post a sign-up sheet for those who would like to contribute.


Thank you for your continued support.  Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns about your child.
The Superhero’s (Pre-B)

Fun-filled February is here!  We have an exciting month planned in Pre-B.  Our study unit for the month will be emotions.  We will focus on being happy, sad, mad, or scared.  On February 11th, we will have a friendship party and make friendship soup.  We will put a sign-up sheet out the week before.  We will not be exchanging valentines this year.  We are looking forward to this month’s fun learning experiences!
Reminders:

· Please send in a family picture.  We display them in the cubbies.

· We continue to enjoy outdoor play in the winter, so your child needs a jacket and new water bottle every day.
· Ensure your child has two sets of extra clothing that is weather appropriate.

· If you prefer your child use wipes, we ask that you bring a pack of flushable wipes for them.

· Practice those self-help skills and continue to encourage your child’s independence

Quote of the month:

“The greatest gifts you can give your children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of independence.”-Denis Waitley

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents,

January was a successful month as we learned more about “Dinosaurs “. It’s always exciting to celebrate 100 days of Pre-K A! Thank you for helping your children create some fantastic posters! They will be displayed in the cafeteria all this month. The children enjoyed bringing and eating their own individual 100 pieces snack!                         

February is here and we will continue to build upon early math, science and literacy skills through fun, interactive activities and play. Our monthly theme is “Transportation “and the letters are J, V, W and K. 
We will have a special “LOVE” snack on Friday the 12th and the children may exchange valentines. Details of this special event will be posted on our information table in the cafeteria. We have no February birthdays.                    

Again, we thank you for all that you have done to help us throughout the year. We are happy to have your children in our class. We have seen lots of growth in each child.                                                                  February Events:                          February 12th Special “LOVE” Snack and valentines exchange                           
February 15th Center Closed/President’s Day                                                             
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