Marshall Child Development Center 

December Newsletter 2022
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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!

MCDC Membership,

The MCDC Board of Directors has prepared a proposal for the 2023 budget for your approval.  This proposal includes a 7% increase in staff wages and a $15 per child per week average increase in tuition rates (see table).  Details on the budget formulation are provided in the attached presentation.

	Class
	Capacity
	2022 Tuition
	2023 Tuition

	Infants
	12
	$262.00
	$286.00

	Creepers
	16
	$253.00
	$274.00

	Toddlers
	20
	$244.00
	$262.00

	Explorers
	24
	$238.00
	$253.00

	Pre-C
	16
	$224.00
	$236.00

	Pre-B
	18
	$221.00
	$231.00

	Pre-A
	20
	$214.00
	$223.00

	Total/Average
	126
	$235.13
	$250.17


A vote on this proposal will be held on Tuesday, December 6th.  You may vote in Kelli’s office (Rm 104, Bldg 4346) during your normal drop-off time, or, if you prefer, you may email the attached ballot to cara.m.nall@gmail.com or fax to 256-544-4956.  We must have a 10% quorum for this vote to be effective, so please do vote.  

As you review the budget proposal, please contact me with any questions.  I will also be available to answer questions in Kelli’s office between 7:30 and 9:00 on the morning of the vote.

Thank you,

Heath T. Martin

MCDC Treasurer

heath.t.martin@nasa.gov 

This month’s Staff Highlights feature will be from our Creeper area!
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Freda L.

Creeper A

32 years at MCDC

Favorite Things About Working in Childcare:

I love helping a child know more about themselves and gaining their independence.  I enjoy watching the wonder in their eyes as they discover new things about the world around them.  That discovery is forever a source of entertainment for me.  

I love inspirational quotes, cards and enjoy reading.  Books I like to read are Christian romance.  I am always in a state of thankfulness about my faith, and I love, love, love my family.

I have been working here at MCDC for 32 years. I started as a young woman and now I am in my older woman years.  I still enjoy my babies even though I need a little help getting up from the floor.  😊
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Kristin B.

Creeper A

4 years at MCDC

Favorite Things About Working in Childcare:

My babies of course!  I love watching the “lightbulb” moments.  When a child has a sparkle in their eyes from learning a new skill.  The child wears a strong smile of pride and may even cheer for themselves!
My faith is a large part of who I am. I love talking about Jesus whenever I can!  My family comes next.  My husband Gary, myself, and our four-legged baby (a yorkie named Reece).  When I am not at the center, I enjoy eating, scrapbooking, and sight-seeing.

I have been working in childcare since 2016.  There is no place like MCDC.  We truly are the best of the best!  For families and employees.  I am so grateful for all of the opportunities and relationships that I have gained in my four years here.
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Dawn M.
Creeper B

3 years at MCDC

Favorite Thing About Working in Childcare:

My favorite thing about working with children is watching them grow and achieve milestones.  I love to watch them begin to crawl, take first steps, babble and begin saying words.

I love fall and Alabama football!  I love gardening and crafting.  I also love spending time with my family and watching a good movie or home fixer upper shows on TV. 

[image: image5.jpg]



Lyric H.
Creeper B

1 year at MCDC

Favorite Thanks About Working in Childcare:

All the interactions I have with the children.  I also love watching them grow and have their personalities shine.

One thing I love to do is read.  I am happy that I get to share that with the children! I also like to bake. (I have a sweet tooth!)

I am so thankful to be a part of the MCDC family! 
From the Director….!

Everyone is invited to attend the Annual MSFC Tree Lighting Ceremony on December 1st at 4:45pm in front of Building 4260.  Some of our preschool students will be performing.  After the tree lighting their will be some treats and a chance to sit with Santa! 
Our Holiday Store will take place on Thursday December 8th in the Multi-Purpose Room.  This store is for the Preschool Classrooms.  Gifts are $2 each.  The children can buy for anyone in the family, including siblings.  There will be envelopes in the classrooms for payment.  We take cash and check.  Change will be made the day of the store.  Very Important: please indicate on the envelope who your child will be buying for.  If the gender and age are not obvious, please include.  For example: if someone is named Jo-Jo, we need to know the gender and age so we can direct your child to the most appropriate section.

Thursday December 8th is also our annual Holiday Program.  The Explorer and Preschool Classes perform at this program, but everyone is invited!  The program will begin at 5:45pm in the Activities Building 4316 on Digney.    Please have your child at the Activities Building by 5:30pm.  Light refreshments will be served at the conclusion.

Friday December 9th will be our classroom Holiday Parties.  These generally take place at your child’s snack time (around 2:45pm).  Please check with your individual classrooms for details.
Looking for ideas for the staff this holiday season?  Click HERE to find out more about our staff! 

**Don’t forget there are several ways you can give back to MCDC while shopping.

Gift Cards:
This is a great way to get all of your gift card shopping done in one place! And MCDC receives a portion of each sale.

Order directly online at https://www.raiseright.com/ Our enrollment code is 8B665FCL36L76.  The cards will be delivered to MCDC.  Please let Cecilia know that you have placed an order, so we can process it.  Cecilia.E.Finn@nasa.gov
Delivery typically takes 2 to 3 days.

Amazon Smile:

When shopping on Amazon, choose Amazon Smile and select Marshall Child Development Center.  We will receive a portion of the sales.  Thank you!

Upcoming Events:

December 1st= 
Tree Lighting Ceremony Building 4260 4:45pm
December 2nd=
Board Meeting 9am

December 2nd=
Staff Holiday Dinner

December 6th=
Tina out for training




Budget Vote (4346/104)

December 8th=
Holiday Store (Preschool)

December 8th=
Holiday Program (Explorers & Preschool)


5:45pm Activities Building 

December 9th=
Board Meeting 9am

December 9th=
Classroom Holiday Parties (snack time)

December 21st-23rd=
Kelli out of the office

December 23rd=
Board Meeting 9am

December 26th=
CENTER CLOSED

December 27th-28th=
Cecilia out of the office

December 29th-30th=
Melissa out of the office
Coming Up in January:
CENTER CLOSED 1/2

Cecilia out 1/3
Board Meetings 6th & 20th
CENTER CLOSED 1/16
Class Pictures 1/26
Hello from (Infant A)
Happy Holidays, Parents of Infant A! Can you believe that we are approaching the end of 2022? It seems like just yesterday, it was summer, and now it’s December! What’s even more unbelievable is that your infants are learning and growing quickly as well! While each infant is developing at their own pace, they are hitting some major developmental milestones. Some of these would include mastering sitting up unassisted, rolling over, tummy time, hand to mouth, and fine motor skills. 

We have quite a few fun activities planned this month, including some adorable art work to celebrate the holiday season. 

As always, please be sure to send several weather appropriate clothes to be kept here at school as back up. Also, please make sure that your infant’s bottles are labeled with their name. 

The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)
Hello from Infant B! I hope you had a good November. Our Thanksgiving lunch was very nice. Thanks to all the parents that could come eat with us. 

We are looking forward to the month of December. It is my favorite month of the year. I hope y’all enjoy it as much as I do. 

Here is a suggestion to use with your baby:

It is called Gentle Touches. 

Purpose: The child develops a sense of trust through touching and being touched. This teaches the child that she can trust her environment, that she is cared for when she needs to be, and that she will be soothed when she is distressed.

Materials: None

Preparation: Hold the child or be near the child.

Activity: Hold the child close, providing support and moving her gently and calmly. Softly touch the child’s head, cheeks, arms, legs, fingers, and toes. Hold the child’s hand and rub it gently against your cheek. Speak to the child soothingly while you pat her back and rub her arms and legs.

We hope everyone has a great month!

Farmtastic (Creeper A)

Greetings from the farmtastic Creeper A class. My, how this year has flown by. We miss all our little ones who have outgrown us and moved up.

This month of December, we will be concentrating on the theme of “food.” We will use different activities each week to tie into the holiday season. At times we will ask you (the parents) to participate. So, check the app to see if you have any homework. We promise it will be easy. 

We will be using a variety of activities; with our “food” theme we will use our imagination, music, emotions, and of course actual food, to tie into the holiday season. 

Reminders: 

· Please make sure that your child has plenty of clothes if an emergency (of the diaper kind) occurs. 
· Label everything and be sure to sign in/out daily. 

Upcoming Events:

· Monday December 26 Christmas Holiday

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Hello from Creeper B! 

The month of December our theme will be Tis the Season! We will explore the cold weather, the music, the holiday colors, and getting into the holiday spirit with friends! We would like to say goodbye to two owls as they leave the nest to go to Toddlers. We would also like to welcome a new owl into the nest, we are so excited for you to join our flock. December is going to be a hoot. 

Reminders:

· Have two pairs of weather appropriate clothes in your child’s cubby. 

· We are closed on December 26th. 

The Busy Bees (Toddler A)
Happy Holidays everyone! We are excited to be having our party this month and discover a winter wonderland! We will discover and explore snow, gingerbread men/candy canes, Christmas trees, and reindeer! There’s magic in the air and the toddlers can feel it! Many dance parties with holiday music are happening!
We will be having our classroom party Friday December 9th at 2:45 pm.  Our class will be exchanging board books with each other. Please bring a new board book already wrapped with your child’s name on it by Monday December 5th!      We will exchange them after we eat at the party! Feel free to join us! I will put up a signup sheet for the party for items the children can eat.  If you have any holiday books you would be willing to share we will definitely read them during circle time!  Any questions or concerns please reach out to us!
Clever Foxes (Toddler B)
Greetings from Toddler B! We want to welcome Ms. Cate to our “pack!” We are very happy you have joined us! We are loving the change in the weather! We’ve had so much fun outside at our picnics and learning about fall colors. This month we are going to be learning about snow, its temperature, many shapes, and activities. 

We also want to invite the parents in to read to the classroom after afternoon snack. 

Reminders:

· Please check your child’s cubby every day for stuff that needs to go home or for paper that need to be signed. 

· Please label your child’s water cup each week.
· Please make sure your child always has weather appropriate clothing (and it’s labeled) in their cubby.

December Events:

· 2nd – Staff Holiday Dinner 5:45PM

· 8th – Holiday Program 5:30PM
· 9th – Classroom Holiday Parties: We will be exchanging Books this year.  Please bring in a wrapped book labeled From: “your child’s name.” The children will exchange this at our party.  
· 26th – Center Closed, Christmas 
Adventure Awaits (Explorer A)
It’s a Holly Jolly Time! Explorer A (Adventure Awaits) is very happy to be exploring Shapes with glitters and other interesting decorations for December! 

Friendly Reminders:

Your child might go home with a pink colored pull up, a family in our class donated bags and bags of brand-new pink pull ups and we are using them for our class. Please let us know if it’s not okay for your child to use it and we will gladly obey.

Please check your child’s clothes box every Friday.

Dates to Remember:

December 8th  Christmas Program 

December 9th  Class Holly Jolly Party:  We will be exchanging Books this year.  Please bring in a wrapped book labeled From: “your child’s name.” The children will exchange this at our party.  
Underwater Explorers (Explorer B)

 
Hello December! November went by quickly! 

We have our holiday program next week Dec 8 at 5:45pm at the activities building. 
Holiday party Friday Dec 9 at 3pm.  We will be exchanging puzzles at our party.  Please bring in an age appropriate wrapped puzzle labeled From: “your child’s name.”  Thank you! 
Always makes sure your child has a warm coat on for in the mornings. Dec 26 we are closed on a Monday.

The Marvelous Monsters (Pre-C)
We have a very busy schedule planned for December, but we are going to have so much fun! The events and creative experiences which the children will learn this month should undoubtedly make for many fond memories. Our study for this month will be “All About Bread.” We feel we need to focus on further developing our fine/small motor skills; much of this will be accomplished through different art mediums which we will use, along with some baking activities. 
Our songs for the program will be “Twinkle Twinkle Christmas Star” and “Ring the Bell.” For the program we ask that the children wear something festive. We will be participating in a gift exchange at the party. The children will draw names and we are asking each family to buy a hat/mitten set for that child. Please have it wrapped, labeled, and turned in a few days before the party. If your child will not be here or participate, let the teachers know ASAP. A sign-up sheet will be posted for items needed for the holiday party. 
Thank you so much for your continued support and encouragement. As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child, please don’t hesitate to let us know.
Wild About Pre-B (Pre-B)
Theme: 

· December – Emotions 

· January – Winter

Important Dates:

· December 8th-Holiday Program 5:30

· December 9th-Classroom Parties

· December 26 – Center Closed 

· January 2 – Center Closed 

· January 16 – Center Closed 

· January 26 – Class Pictures

Reminders/Notes:

· Check your child’s extra clothes to make sure they have weather appropriate clothes. Each child should have two shirts, two pants, two pair of underwear, and extra pair of shoes. 

· Now that the weather is colder make sure your child has a jacket. We go outside if the temperature is above 32 degrees. 

· Just a reminder that our classroom centers/toys are closed upon arrival and departure. In the afternoon the room is cleaned up and ready for the next day. In the mornings we don’t have time to clean up the room before class starts. We have specific times of the day our centers are open.  

· Our classroom has rules that we follow daily. These rules are put into place to keep everyone safe, learn respect, what is expected of us, and manners. These rules need to be followed while the children are in the classroom. This also includes during special events, parties, and festivals. 

· Favorite Book: Don’t Let Pigeon Drive a Bus

· Favorite Activity: Self Portrait

· Favorite Song-I Want to Give Santa a Gift

December Quotes: 

“Happy December! If you don’t like the colder weather, just wrap yourself up in the Christmas spirit.” – Routinely Nomadic

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents, 

We hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday and we hope that you are anticipating a joyous holiday season. 

We were so happy to have you come for our Thanksgiving luncheon. The children were so proud that you were able to come eat with us. 

This month is a magical time of the year for children and adults too! This is always one of our most exciting months of the year. December begins the season of holiday traditions. The letters this month are Ee and Gg along with reviewing the letters we’ve already studied. 

Please help the children learn to words to Rudolph and Jingle Bells for the Christmas program and we will be practicing at school also. 

We will do a book exchange for our holiday party. Each child will need to bring a gift-wrapped book to exchange with a friend. The books should be suitable for a girl or boy since the children will pull numbers for their gifts. Please label the gift tag “To: a friend and from: your child’s name.” Please see us if you have any questions. (Cost of book $5.00 or less.)

Dress attire for the program (red/white tops; black/blue pants, jeans, leggings for girls.) Party list is posted. Please sign up to bring a refreshment.

Please let us know if you had any family holiday traditions that you would like to share with the class. 

Special Events:

· December 1 -------- Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony bldg. 4260 at 4:45 pm)

· December 8 -------- Holiday Shopping

· December 8 --------- Holiday Program 5:45 pm (Activities Building)

· December 9 --------- Holiday Party/Gift Exchange (classroom)

· December 26 -------- Center Closed

Have a safe and happy holiday season!  
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