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Playing today...
Learning for tomorrow
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From the Board of Directors…!

Happy holidays! Wow, it’s been quite the year! I know we are all looking forward to a fresh start in 2021 and are hoping it is not quite as eventful as this last year has been. Thank you for your continued patience and grace as we continue to navigate these uncharted waters together. We truly appreciate your support of our teachers, staff and Center as a whole. Just a reminder that there are several ways to give back to MCDC as you complete your holiday shopping. Selecting MCDC as your Amazon Smile charity and using Scripts Cards to order any gift cards you may need are two of the easiest ways to support. We will continue to face financial strain in the coming months, so every little bit helps! On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, I wish you and your families a happy, safe and wonderful holiday season. 

 – Eileen, Vice President

From the Director….!
Welcome December!!  

Did you know that we have a Parent Library located in the front lobby?  The bookshelf where the tuition box sits, under the parent bulletin board, has several books and pamphlets.  Feel free to borrow any books that you may need! 
Mrs. Tina makes such an incredible breakfast each morning!  Make sure that your child arrives before 8:30am to enjoy her wonderful breakfast! Breakfast is not served after 8:30am.  

· Two great ways to give back to MCDC while shopping for Christmas:
Scrip Cards:
This is a great way to get all of your gift card shopping done in one place! And MCDC receives a portion of each sale.

Order directly online at www.shopwithscrip.com. Our enrollment code is 8B665FCL36L76.  The cards will be delivered to MCDC.  Please let Cecilia know that you have placed an order, so we can process it.  Cecilia.E.Finn@nasa.gov
Delivery typically takes 2 to 3 days.

Amazon Smile:

When shopping on Amazon, choose Amazon Smile and select Marshall Child Development Center.  We will receive a portion of the sales.  Thank you!

Salvation Army Angels:

We have adopted two angels from the Salvation Army to provide items to for Christmas.  There are boxes labeled in the front lobby for drop off.  We ask that all items are turned in by December 4th.  There are so many great opportunities to give to the community this time of year!

New Tuition Rates Effective 1/4/20:

Infants

$247

Creepers
$239

Toddlers
$232

Explorers
$228

Pre C

$216

Pre B

$214

Pre A

$208

Looking for ideas for the staff this holiday season?  Click HERE to find out more about our staff! 
Our classroom holiday parties will take place on December 11th.  Unlike years in the past, these parties will be for the children only, as we still are not allowing any visitors into the classrooms. ☹  The children will still have a great time though!  Be on the lookout in your classroom for details on these parties.  Please remember any food brought in to be shared must be store bought and cannot contain nuts or have been processed in the same facility as nuts.  

Thank you for continuing to follow our new procedures.  However, we all need a few reminders at times. 😊
· Do not cross the threshold of the classroom door.  I know it is tempting to step inside, especially when the cubbies are so close, but we must insist that you wait at the door.

· Please keep drop off and pick up times quick.  If you need to talk with a teacher in detail, please call later or set up a conference.  We want to keep the amount of time that everyone is in the building to least amount possible. 

· Please follow the arrows around the building.  This keeps your exposure to other parents down.

· Do not go back to the classrooms without having your temperature taken.  If there is no one up front, a sign is posted with our number.  Give us a call or check our offices.  One of us is always around.  We do our best to stay at the front desk at peak drop off and pick up times.  

· Keep your mask over your mouth and nose.  

I hope everyone has a magical December filled with special memories and activities!  Stay safe and healthy! 
Kelli Wright, Director
Upcoming Events:

December 1st-4th
Kelli out of the office
December 3rd

Board Meeting

December 11th
Classroom Holiday Parties

Staff Holiday Luncheon

December 17th

Board Meeting

December 22nd-23rd
Cecilia out of the office

December 25th
Center Closed

December 28th-31st
Cecilia out of the office

December 31st
Board Meeting
Coming Up in January:
Cecilia out of the office 4th-5th
Board Meetings on the 14th & 28th 

Center closed in the 18th
Class Pictures with SRP on the 21st 
Hello from (Infant A)
 
Wow 2020 has been a hectic year!  We started with a room of babies and when they moved up, we ended up with no babies for a couple of months.  We missed all of you who were wanting in before COVID hit!  We gained 2 little cuties just before the holidays.  This month we are talking about new words.  Shake, up and down, hands and fingers, and mom and dad.  Please remember to bring in family photos for us to use on our language wall.  Wishing everyone a healthy and safe holiday season!
The Beautiful Babies (Infant B)

Greetings from Infant B the beautiful babies.  Our days are overflowing with joy and excitement and we are so grateful for our sweet babies.  Infants are purposeful when engaging with people and items in their immediate environment.  Watch, they may shake a rattle to hear sounds or explore to see what happens.  Prior to this stage infants focus on motor activity while shaking rattles.  Infants may use babbling as a strategy to gain attention.  Hide and seek and peek a boo are good games to encourage cognitive development.  Have a great month!
The Jammin Babies (Creeper A)

Greetings from the jamming crew.  We find ourselves in this holiday season and it seems to have arrived so quickly.  Do you have your tree up yet?!  For the month of December, we will have a music theme.  We will be using music to help us learn to move, think, count, and soothe us.  Please make sure you pick up your child’s daily sheet because there may be a dance lesson for homework in it for you.  Remember you play a major role in your child’s development so, “Join us”.  Have a great holiday season!
Home Tips

· Sing as you go through your evening chores

· Have an unplanned dance with your child

· Hug your child 10 times

· Make holiday ornaments together

Safety Tips

· Check battery in smoke detectors

· Be safe with candles

· Check car seat placement

· Make sure live trees are watered

Important Dates to Remember

· December 25th-center closed

Reminders:

· Sign in and out daily-*full signatures

· Label all your child’s belongings

The Little Owls (Creeper B)
Dear Parents,

The holiday season is in full gear, everyone sings and cheer! We hope everyone had a fantastic Thanksgiving with lots of yummy food!  Our class had a fun month learning all about turkeys – THANK YOU to our parents for helping your child decorate their turkey feather.  Our class turkey looks FABULOUS. December will be just as fun! We will be focusing on different colors but are planning on incorporating some fun activities sure to bring some holiday cheer too. ( We will also be continuing our tradition of having a classroom book exchange for the kiddos.  We are planning for it to be on the 11th of December – We will send home more info about it soon!  We can’t believe we are in the last month of the year already – but time flies when you’re having fun! This month is going to be a HOOT!  This month we will be studying different Colors!

Important Dates:

· 12/17 Happy Birthday to a special boy! We love you! 

· 12/25 MCDC Closed for Christmas

· 12/28 Happy Birthday to a sweet girl! We love you!

Reminders:

1. Make sure your child has 2-3 seasonal outfits in their cubby

2. Make sure your child has a jacket each day – we will still be going out if it is not too cold

3. Practice using a sippy cup at home with your child
The Busy Bees (Toddler A) 
Happy holidays Toddler A parents! We are excited to welcome a sweet new girl into our room this month!

We want to wish three of our friends the best of luck moving into Explorers! We will miss you! 

This month we will talking about colors, particularly colors we see around this festive time of year: red, green, gold, white, & brown.

We will be having our special holiday snack December 11th at 2:30. We will put out a signup sheet soon. Also, if parents would like to bring in a tiny and/or lightweight ornament to put on our little tree in the classroom, that is welcomed!  Please make sure to check your child’s daily sheet for notes about extra clothes/jackets, etc.

Important dates:

· December 11th- Holiday party 

· December 21st- Classmate birthday

· December 25th - Center closed for Christmas Day
Clever Foxes (Toddler B)
Happy Holidays from Toddler B! 

We have a lot to explore during the month of December!! For the entire month we will be learning about arctic animals. We will learn about what certain animals eat, the environment they live in and what they look like.  We are very excited to go on this “Polar Expedition”! 

At Home Activities:

· Make homemade gingerbread cookies

· Discuss what holidays your family celebrates

· Find pictures or videos of arctic animals in their natural environment

Facts about Pearl Harbor
· The Attack on Pearl Harbor happened on December 7th, 1941. 

· 2,390 U.S. people died

· 1,178 U.S. people were injured

· 12 U.S. ships were sunk or beached while 9 were damaged

· 164 U.S, Aircrafts were destroyed and 159 were damaged

Reminders
· Please make sure your child has a weather appropriate jacket or coat, we will still be going outside!

· Please make sure your child has at least 2 changes of clothing that are appropriate for the season

· If at any time, you have any questions or concerns about your child, please do not hesitate to let us know!

Birthdays and Other Important Dates
· December 11th- Classroom Parties

· December 25th-MCDC Closed
Adventure Awaits (EA)
What We Will Be Studying
· Cooking
Important Dates
· December 11 Classroom Holiday Parties
· December 25 Center Closed; Christmas
Reminders
· Since the weather has been getting colder make sure your child has a jacket for when we go outside. 
· Our Daily Sheet has changed a little. Several of you wanted to know what your child had done during the day. I added a section called what did I explore. We will be writing something is this column to let you know one thing your child did for that day. 
· Also, on the Daily Sheet I added a list of items that your child needs. If they run out of something it will be circled. 
FUN DAY!
· On December 11 we will be having our class party. I will be putting up a sheet for you to sign up to bring something Please have your child wear their favorite pajama’s. 
Underwater Explorers (EB)

“Every day, in a 100 small ways, our children ask, ‘Do you hear me? Do you see me? Do I matter?’ Their behavior often reflects our response.” ~ L.R. Knost

Reminder
We will have our Winter Celebration on Friday, December 11th at 2:30 – 3:00.  This is a KIDS ONLY party.  We will post a sign-up sheet for party foods on the door.  Please remember that (due to food allergies) ALL FOODS should be store-bought/ packaged.  

Also, we will have a TEDDY BEAR EXCHANGE during Circle Time on the 11th.  There will be more information on this soon.

Important Dates
· 11th- Class Party    

· 25th- Center Closed

December Theme:
· “All About Me!”

Reasons to schedule a conference:

· Because you want to

· When you are ready to begin formal potty training (with cloth underwear)

· When you want to know more about your child’s developmental progress

· When your child is transitioning out of the classroom (REQUIRED)

We would like to wise 1 friend a Happy Birthday this month!!

The Marvelous Monsters (Pre-C)

We had a great time implementing our study on trees and leaves for the month of November.  We as teachers are also learning and discovering new things as we go and are having so much fun with the children.  

We are extremely excited about the bread unit study we will be doing. Some of the curriculum activities related to this study will include baking and tasting various kinds of breads, observing the action of yeast, using measuring tools, making doughs, ornaments, and cookies.  We would like to make a classroom cookbook and are asking each family to send in a favorite bread, dough, or cookies recipe by December 7th.

Unfortunately, we will not be able to have our parents join us for our class party this year.  In keeping with our classroom party tradition, we would like to participate in a gift exchange.  Please buy a matching hat and glove set, wrap it and drop it off with a teacher.  The children will draw numbers for the exchange.  Our party will be on Friday, December 11th at 2:45.  A sign up sheet will be posted later for items needed for the party.  


Thank you for your continued support.  If at any time you have a questions or concern about your child, do not hesitate to let us know.

The Superhero’s (Pre-B)

This year has flown by!  As 2020 comes to an end, we are excited and looking forward to an amazing, fun-filled 2021.  We will end the year with a month-long study on Colors.  Our study unit on colors will include brown, red, green, and blue!  On December 11th, we will have our classroom holiday party.  Our gift exchange will be on the 11th as well.  Please bring in a gender-neutral blanket in a gift bag.  We will play a game to exchange gifts.  The sign-up sheet for the party will be up by our classroom door!  It’s going to be a great month!
Parent Reminder:

· Please check lessons weekly

· Send a jacket daily

Quote of the Month:

“Kindness is like snow……It beautifies everything it covers.” -Kahlil Gibran

The Hopping Frogs (Pre-A)
Dear Parents,


It was fun learning about fruits and vegetables last month, especially tasting new foods.

It is December and this year is almost gone. Even though we are doing things differently because of our circumstances, we are planning to have another fun month! 


Our theme for this month is The Five Senses. We will focus on a sense each week. We will also incorporate the colors within our weekly subject. We will only have 2 letters: Ee and Gg.


On December 11th we will have a holiday party! The children will exchange gift wrapped books. Details will be given ASAP  and we will also post a refreshment sign up sheet.


We do not have any birthdays this month.

If you have any questions for concerns please let us know. Thank you for all that you do.  Happy Holidays!
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